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Ibn Ah announces amnesty 

TUNIS (API I - Tunisia’s new president, Zine Al Abidine Ibn AU, on 
Saturday pardoned 791 prisoners sentenced Tor dissident activities against 
¥ Hahib Bourgusba Most of those freed were members of 

the illegal fundamentalist Islamic Tendency Movement (MIT). Another 
j ,683 twn-pohoeal pnsoners had their sentences reduced. Among those 
granted amnesty was Ahmad Mestiri. leader of ihe main opposition party, 
the Democratic Socialist Movement, who had been under house arrest 
He was sentenced to four months’ imprisonment for organisine an illegal 
demonstration against the U S. air attacks on the Lib™ cities' of Tripoli 
and Benghazi in April 1986. The amnesty decree also reduced 10 20 years 
imprisonment the life terms passed on six men convicted of acts of 
violence : dunng the 1984 ‘'bread riots’’ in which more than 100 people 
were killed. The amnesty did not affect the 90 fundamentalists sentenced 
last September for terrorism and anti-government activities. 
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King to visit Cairo today 


CAIRO (Agencies) — His Majesty King Hussein is Juc in Cairo on 
Sunday for talks with President Hosm Mubarak on Middle East 
developments and the Gull war ahejd ol the superpower summit in 
Washington on Mundaj . uificial sources said The two leaders «<.:uld urge 
President Ronald Rejgun and Kremlin leader Mikhail Goihjkhev to help 
to explore ways to adsance Middle East peace ctlorts. Miurces close io the 
Foreign Ministry said. King Hussein and President Mubarak meet 
regularly to coordinate foreign policy. King Hussein wdi also brief 
President Mubarak on his rt forts to heal the nit between Iraq and Stria, 
(he sources said. A reconciliation between Baghdad and Damascus is seen 
as a major step towards ending the set en- tear Gult war 
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King visits GHQ. 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
■ ' 'King Hussein, the Supreme Com- 

. . ' mander of the Jordanian Aimed 
.'.. .Forces, Saturday visited the 
• ' : Anny General Headquarters 

• (GHQ) in Amman and met with 
.' -field Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn 

shaker, commander-in-chief oft $ 

agricultural subsidies 

Armed Forces. f O 


EC summit collapses 

without accord over 


. King sends good 
Wishes to Finland 
and Thailand 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
““ dj &King Hussein on Saturday sent 
cables of good wishes to Finnish 
. President Mauno Koivisto and 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej of 
\ Thailand congratulating* them on 
the occasion of their countries’ 
- ■ respective independence days. Fn 
fris cables, the King wished the 
' two leaders continuing good 
health and happiness and their 
=oH nr respective peoples further prog- 
• 1: ress and prosperity. 

Finnish firm denies 
selling Soviet 
oil to Israel 

^LSENKI (AP) — The Finnish 
u! company Neste on Saturday 
lenied the state-owned firm had 
my plans to sell Soviet oil to 
-srael. “Neste is not involved in 

- my oil deals with Israel," said 
• Cai Hietarinta, Neste's manager 

. .or international deals. “Allega- 
tions that Neste would try to sell 
. Soviet oil. to Israel are totally 
. -infojinded, " _.he ■ said. Finland 
about one-fifth of its ex- 

- ports to the Soviet Union worth 
53.3 billion last year. Under a 

<■ Jr carter agreement with the 
" “ soviets, Finland takes much of 
- - lie payment in oil. some of which 
is traded to third countries for 
-_cash. Reports of negotiations for 
. *n Israeli-Soviet oil deal through 
. -Finland emerged after a private 
. visit here by the Israeli energy 
.minister, Moshe Shahai, earlier 
. this week. Mr. Shahai met Fore- 
ign Trade 'Minister Ilkka 
; Suominen, who also has denied a 
deal was in the works. 

. Group claims 
attacks in Kuwait 

BEIRUT (R) — A previously- 
unknown group said on Saturday 
’ it carried out a series of attacks in 
Kuwait and would wage holy war 
to end U.S. and British influence 
in the Middle Easr. The Orga- 
nisation for the Liberation of 
-j '.'Kuwaiti Muslims (OLKM) said in 
a typewritten statement delivered 
to two international news agen- 
cies in west Beirut thar the 

- “zealous voutb of Kuwait” would 
punish all foreign plotters. There 
was no way of judging its authen- 
ticity. The group claimed respon- 
sibility for all attacks in Kuwait 
since April 24. In particular, it 
aid it set off a fire at a propane 
gas tank in the Ahmadi port 
complex on May 24. It also said it 
was responsible for an explosion 
& a ticket office for the Pan- 
American airline on Oct. 25 and a 
similar blast at American Life 

■ Insurance offices on Oct. 27. 
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COPENHAGEN (Agencies) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) summit collapsed in 
failure on Saturday but the leaders of the 12 
states said they would meet again in Febru- 
ary to try to stop the group’s slide towards 
bankruptcy. 


Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez told reporters: “Tne 
meeting has ended without agree- 
ment." He said the leaders would 
reconvene in Brussels on Feb. 11 
and 12. 

West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl said: "There was no 
compromise possible right now 
but weJiave to come to a solid 
compromise in eight weeks 
time." 

The leaders had made a de- 
sperate attempt to avoid such an 
outcome, which they feared 
would unsettle world financial 
markets and expose European 
divisions on the eve of the U.S.- 
Soviet summit. 

They finally abandoned their 
talks after a day of haggling over 
how to limit spending on agri- 

Resistance 
fighters kill 
3 SLA men 
near Jezzine 

RASHAYA, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Resistance fighters killed 
three Israeli-backed militiamen in 
an attack in South Lebanon on 
Saturday while losing at least two 
of their own men. 

The Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment said its men assaulted a 
position of the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia southeast of 
Jezzine and battled the militia- 
men in the Toumat Niha hills for 
several hours with rockets, mor- 
tars and machineguns. 

It said the SLA suffered 
“heavy human losses" while two 
of the fighters were killed. 

The SLA-run Voice of Hope 
radio said three SLA militiamen 
were killed and three wounded in 
the fighting. It said the bodies of 
three fighjers were later found. 

Israel army radio said dozens 
of pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party 
of God) fighters launched the 
raid shortly before dawn. 

The Islamic Resistance state- 
ment was broadcast by the Voice 
of Islam radio by Hizbollah. the 
strongest member of the Islamic 
Resistance coalition. 

The town of Jezzine lies north 
of an Israeli-declared border 
"security zone” but is under 
Israeli military influence as it is 
held by the SLA. 

‘U.S. urged restraint 
after glider attack' 

In another development, a 
Beirut newspaper reported Satur- 
day that the United States urged 
Israel to avoid military escalation 
after a Palestinian hang-glider 
raid in which six soldiers were 
killed. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
Richard Murphy told the Al Safir 
newspaper that Washington had 
urged “all parties concerned" in 
the attack “to practise self-con- 
ir.il and avoid any military escala- 
tion.’' 

Israel has said it will avenge the 
,v. 25 killing of the soldiers at 
army camp in northern Israel 
l(1 a Palestinian commando who - 
crossed the closely-guarded bor- 
der on a motorised hang-glider. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
uon (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said on Thursday that he 
ected Israel to retaliate with 
emier a military incursion or 
with air strikes into Lebanon. 


•cultural subsidies, which swallow 
two thirds of the EC budget. 

Earlier, some leaders acknow- 
ledged thar failure of the summit 
also undermined Western 
Europe's influence just as the 
superpowers prepared for the his- 
toric Washington summit. 

The lack of a budget freezes 
spending on EEC programmes, 
such as science and aid to poorer 
members, and casts doubt on 
plans for a bam'er-free, more 
united Europe by 1992. 

Apparently conscious of not 
being taken seriously by other 
nations as they quarrelled over 
grocery prices' the West Euro- 
pean leaders held up publication 
of joint declarations on interna- 
tional issues. 

The three declarations were 


on global issues — East-West 
relations, Afghanistan and the 
Middle East. 

The leaders welcomed next 
week's Washington summit be- 
tween U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan and Soviet leader 
MikHail Gorbachev and said a 
treaty to scrap intermediate- 
range nuclear missiles was a 
milestone. 

The leaders reiterated well- 
known positions in favour of a 
Middle East peace conference 
under United Nations auspices 
and backed calls for a ceasefire in 
the Gulf war. 

They urged the Soviet Union to 
withdraw" all its troops from 
Afghanistan during 1988 under a 
.fixed timetable, agree to the 
establishment of a" transitional 
government, and recognise that 
participation of Afghan guerrillas 
was essential for a comprehensive 
political settlement. 

The meeting foundered oyer 
how to curb farm spending, raise 
more money and give more funds 
to the bloc's deprived regions. 


Aziz heads for talks 
with Shultz and U.N. chief 

heading for U.N. headquarters in 
New York. 

The U.S. State Department 
said Friday that Iran was refusing 
to accept Resolution 598 and was 
trying to confuse the issue. 

Iran’s actions so far “certainly 
indicate an attempt to string out 
the process rather than come to 
grips with the issue, which is to 
accept or not to accept resolu- 
tion," department spokesman 
Charles Redman said. 

Mr. Larijani’s statements at a 
Thursday news conference in 
New York show that “they have 
not yet accepted that resolution, 
and aren’t prepared to." he 
added. 

Asked why the Security Coun- 
cil has not moved on to draft a 
tougher resolution calling for an 
arms embargo, Redman replied, 
"well, essentially, the Soviets and 
Chinese say they're not ready to 
get to that stage yet." 

Following his talks with Mr. 
Larijani, Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
expressed disappointment at 
Iran’s position towards his efforts 
to end the Gulf war. 

"I might be a little dis- 
appointed because I expected 
much more movement," Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar said in an inter- 
view with AP. It marked the first 
time he had voiced such feelings 
(Continued on page 4) 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz flew to 
New York on Saturday for a short 
working visit to the United 
States, the Iraqi News Agency 
(1NA) reported. 

The agency said Mr. Aziz 
would meet with U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
to discuss efforts to implement 
the Security Council’s Gulf war 
ceasefire resolution. 

Mr. Aziz did not make any 
statement on departure, but 
Uraq’s chief delegate to the Un- 
ited Nations, Ismat Kittani, said 
on Friday that the council should 
impose sanctions on Iran in view 
of Tehran's continued failure to 
accept the resolution. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar met Ira- 
nian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Jawad Larijani ear- 
lier this week and. in an unusual 
development, briefed U.S. and 
Soviet officials together on his 
two days of talks." 

Iraq accepted the ceasefire de- 
mand on condition that Iran did 
likewise, but Mr. Kittani said the 
Iranians had engaged only in 
procrastination. 

Before meeting with Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar, Mr. Aziz will ex- 
change views with U.S. officials. 
The Iraqi envoy is scheduled to 
meet with U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz on Monday before 


Murphy; Soviets will back 
arms embargo on Iran 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — A 
senior United States official pre- 
dicted the Soviet Union would 
support an arms embargo against 
Iran if it continued to flout cease- 
fire calls, a newspaper reported 
Saturday. 

“The United States now ex- 
pects the Security Council to 
adopt a second resolution... im* 


losing an arms embargo on 
quot 

the official, Richard Murphy, as 


posir 

Iran, 


" the daily Al Qabas quoted 


saying. 

Mr. Murphy, an assistant 
secretary of state who specialises 
in Middle East affairs, said Soviet 
support for an embargo was “im- 
perative’’ and he expected it to be 
forthcoming. 

He argued the “strong and 
clear language” used by Arab 
leaders at last month’s summit 
conference in Amman “should 
convince the Soviet Union to take 
such an attitude." 

Mr. Murphy discussed the issue 


of the council's adopting an 
embargo resolution with Kuwaiti 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Saud Al Osaimi m 
Washington last week. 

Mr. Osaimi on Friday met his 
British counterpart David Mel- 
lor, in a bid to recruit British 
support for an embargo resolu- 
tion. 

The Arab summit resolutions 
on the Gulf war “should assist 
U.S. endeavours to convince the 
Soviet Union to revise its policy 
on this score during the super- 
power summit," Mr. Murphy was 
quoted as saying. 

Mr. Murphy also stressed that- 
the United States was “not out to 
for any special military gains or 
bases” in the Gulf region. 

The role of the U.S. navy was 
to protect reflagged Kuwaiti 
tankers “and contribute to the 
region’s stability," he affirmed. 

Gromyko assails ban, page 2 


Three-day conference on Food | Israelis 
Security in Muslim World opens 


Unreleased political statements reaffirm support 
for Mideast conference and urge Gulf ceasefire 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day 
symposium entitled Food Secur- 
ity in the Muslim World opened 
in Amman on Saturday with His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan calling on participating 
countries to employ modem tech- 
nology for better and more profit- 
able exploitation of soil to ensure 
bumper crops and food security 
for their people. 

In an address delivered on his 
behalf by Minister of Planning 
Taher Kanaan, Prince Hassan 
drew attention to the seriousness 
of population explosion and its 
consequences. He said the pre- 
sent rate of population growth 
had given rise to many fears, 
most important of which was 


whether there would be enough 
land for food and at a reasonable 
cost for the future generations. 

The main concern is for cultiv- 
able land, much of which is being 
lost to desert, salination, erosion 
and increasingly to waste pollu- 
tion, Prince Hassan noted. He 
said amid this gloomy picture one 
should not overlook the great 
potential of the Muslim World in 
food production that could be 
tapped via exploiting the 
appropriate means to accommo- 
date regional food insufficiencies. 

Following are excerpts from 
the Crown Prince's speech: 

“The issue you are tackling 
today is of prime importance as it 
penetrates to the heart of the 


concept of survival. The striking 
phenomena that the 46 Muslim 
countries — with the exception of 
three countries (Malaysia. Tur- 
key and Pakistan) — are short of 
food demonstrates the dimension 
of the problem. Not only that, 
but a number of Muslim countries 
are experiencing tragic conditions 
of famine and food shortages. It 
is really shocking to recall that 
the two major food famines in 
recent history in which millions of 
people died of starvation occur- 
red in Muslim countries. 

“The fact that the term "secur- 
ity” is used, indicates that food 
shortage is not only a problem of 

(Continued on page 4) 


Experts work on ‘declaration of action’ 
to solve food problems of Islamic states 


By La mis K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A high-powered 
body started a series of meetings 
here on Saturday to draft a “dec- 
laration of action" to address 
food insecurity in the Muslim 
World. 

The “declaration of action," 
which will be submitted to the 
Jeddah-based Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC), is ex- 
pected to point out to the Islamic 
leaders the seriousness and com- 
plexities of the problem and will 
identify specific practical steps to 
solve the problem of fooa in- 
security in the Islamic World as a 
whole. 

The three-day meeting, spon- 
sored by the Islamic Academy of 
Sciences, and held un der the pat- 

Reagan: 

INF pact is 
‘good bargain’| 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan on Saturday 
called the U.S.-Soviet treaty to 
eliminate medium-range missiles 
“a good bargain” for America 
and said the pact furthers the 
cause of world peace. 

Mr. Reagan, who has come 
under harsh criticism from con- 
servatives who accuse him of giv- 
ing in to Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev, said in his weekly 
radio address that he looked for- 
ward to joining the Kremlin lead- 
er in celebrating “a joint achieve- 
ment." 

Of the intermediate-range nuc- 
lear forces treaty (INF), the pres- 
ident said: "It represents a good 
bargain, one that completely 
meets the longstanding goals of 
the United States and our allies 
and advances the interests of 
peace." 

Mr. Reagan said (hat while 
"fundamental differences" still 
separate the superpowers, lead- 
ers of both the United States and 
the Soviet Union “must also rec- 
ognise our obligation to ensure 
the peace. This summit meeting 
and treaty represent just that." • 
As he continued preparing for 
the summit with Mr. Gorbachev, 
who arrives Monday, Mr. 
Reagan's characterisation of trea- 
ty foes as people who accept “the 
inevitability of war" prompted 
bitter recriminations from some 
of his former allies. 

Conservatives within his party 
have accused him of becoming a 
stooge of the Kremlin for suggest- 
ing in an interview that they think 
nuclear war is inevitable. 

Conservative caucus leader 
Howard Phillips called Mr. 
Reagan “a useful idiot for Krem- 
lin propaganda" on Friday. He 
was speaking at a news confer- 
ence launching the “Anti- 
Appeasement Alliance" which is 
campaigning for Senate rejection 
of the INF treaty. 

On the Senate floor, Republi- 
can Senator Malcolm Wallop of 
Wyoming said Mr. Reagan’s in- 
terview statement “was the most 
unfortunate remark I’ve ever 
heard the president make. 


ronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, is attended 
by 75 scientists and decision-mak- 
ers representing 22 countries and 
regional and international orga- 
nisations concerned with elimi- 
nating famine and food shor- 
tages. 

The Islamic Academy of Scien- 
ces was established by the stand- 
ing Islamic Ministerial Commit- 
tee on Science and Technology 
earlier this year to function as "... 
a think-tank to provide practical 
solutions to the most important 
problems faring the Islamic coun- 
tries.” 

Although the Islamic Academy 
of Sciences headed by Pakistani 
President Zia Al Haq is linked 
with the OIC system, it is consi- 
dered to be a non-political and 
non-governmental organisation 


thus making it a professional 
organisation of distinguished 
Muslim scientists fully dedicated 
to providing comprehensive solu- 
tions for technological and scien- 
ce-related problems in the Mus- 
lim World. 

The Amman meeting is consi- 
dered the first of a series to 
address a major problem con- 
fronting Muslim nations. The 
meeting, entitled “Food Security 
in the Muslim World,” aims at 
outlining the major obstacles and 
identifying areas of cooperation 
among’ Muslim countries. 

During Saturday’s discussions, 
speakers stressed the need for 
integration among Islamic coun- 
tries as the only means to reduce 
food insecurity. Several scientists 

(Continued on page 4) 


shoot and 
wound 3 
Arabs in 
Balata 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers shot 
and wounded three Palestinians 
during the night in a clash al the 
Balata refugee camp near the 
West Bank city of Nablus, the 
Israeli army said on Saturday. 

The soldiers were on a routine 
patrol of the Balata camp when 
they were allegedly attacked, 
according to an Israeli army 
spokeswoman. 

The soldiers fired tear-gas and 
rubber bullets but began using 
real bullets after the demonstra- 
tors refused to disperse, according 
to die spokeswoman. 

Israeli troops wounded another 
resident of the camp on Thursday 
night during a similar incident. 

Balata, with 12.000 residents, is 
the largest refugee camp in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank. 

14 reportedly held 

The army said on Friday police 
had arrested 14 Palestinians, in- 
cluding a woman, who was 
allegedly preparing to attack one 
of Jerusalem’s major population 
centres with grenades and rifles. 

Other members of a 14-member 
Palestinian cell planned attacks on 
heavily populated areas in other 
major cities, according to the 
army command. 

An army spokeswoman said the 
Palestinians were members of the 
Abu Musa wing of Fateh. 


Egypt calls on superpower summit 
to seek solutions to Mideast conflicts 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt 
U.S. President Ronald Rea? 


urged 
in 

an Soviet leader Mikhail G'or- 
bachev on Saturday to seek ways 
of resolving Middle East conflicts 
and Soviet" leader Mikhail Gor- 

Osama Al Baz. chief political 
aide to President Hosni Mubar- 
ak, singled out the Iran-Iraq war, 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, the 
Soviet military presence in 
Afghanistan and the Lebanese 
civil war as the most pressing 
regional problems worthy of su- 
perpower attention at the summit 
opening in Washington on 
Tuesday. 

Dr. Baz, who doubles as first 
under-secretary of the Foreign 
Ministry, told "reporters that this 
outline summed up messages that 
Mr. Mubarak sent to Mr. Reagan 
and Mr. Gorbachev on Friday 
through their embassies in Cairo. 

The superpowers should take 
decisive steps to end the Gulf 
war. Dr. Baz said. 

Additionally, he said, the two 
leaders should decide how to 
remove obstacles, "particularly 


Israeli intransigence," blocking 
the convening of an international 
conference under U.N. auspices 
to settle the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

And he urged a Soviet military 
withdrawal from Afghanistan and 
establishment of a government 
acceptable to all parties there. 

“Egypt believes the leaders of 
the two superpowers should not 
confine their interest (at the sum- 
mit) to issues of disarmament," 
Dr. Baz said. “They should bear 
a special responsibility for contri- 
buting to (he solution of regional 
problems." 

Mr. Reagan has said he would 
ensure that regional issues are on 
the summit agenda. 

Dr. Baz said Egypt views the 
Gulf war, now in Its eighth year, 
as “a worsening, bleeding wound 
that threatens neighbouring 
countries." He cited Kuwait, 
which was a victim of several 
Iranian missile attacks in recent 
months. 

“The two superpowers are cal- 
led upon to take a more decisive 
position to end the Gulf war." he 


said. 

"The military presence of the 
big powers in ihe Gulf area is an 
admission of strategic interests in 
safeguarding navigation and halt- 
ing the steady escalation of the 
war." 

Dr. Baz described the Arab- 
Israeli conflict as "an issue that 
cannot be deferred." he said. 

"The fact is that it is not 
possible for the situation prevail- 
ing in the occupied territories to 
remain as it is now. A decisive 
formula must be achieved lo end 
Israel's occupation of the West 
Bank, the Gaza sector and the 
Golan Heights and to enable the 
Palestinian people to exercise 
their right to self-determination." 

"What is needed in the Middle 
East is agreement to convene an 
international conference next 
year and removal of all obstacles 
to this end. particularly Israeli 
intransigence." Dr. Baz said. 

With “the exception of Israel, 
Dr. Baz said, "all the parties 
want a conference, and mere 
(Continued on page 4) 


Seoul said seeking custody of woman 
suspect in KAL disappearance mystery 


BAHRAIN (AP) — South Ko- 
rean officials were reported 
Saturday to have asked the 
Bahrain government for custody 
of a woman and the body of her 
dead male companion, suspected 
of involvement in the disappear- 
ance of a South Korean jetliner 
six days ago. 

However, diplomatic sources 
here said the Bahrainis were re- 
fusing to release either of the 
Asians until their identities and 
nationalities were established. 

The Information Ministry 
announced that the woman, 
judged by doctors to have reco- 
vered from poison she apparently 
swallowed in a suicide attempt, 
had been moved from a military 
hospital to an unspecified “safe 
place” while "undergoing inves- 
tigation by the authorities.” 

It said there was "full coopera- 
tion" between Bahrain and 
Japanese and South Korean in- 
vestigators, who arrived here in 
the past two days, hoping to 


identify the mystery pair. The 
woman has refused io talk with 
diplomats from the two countries. 

In Seoul, South Korean au- 
thorities denied that the finger- 
prints of the dead man had been 
found to be those of a fugitive 
wanted on other charges. An 
Asian diplomatic source here, 
asking not to be named, reported 
that tne prints had been matched 
with the fugitive's, but gave no 
other details. 

The officials in Seoul said the 
prints had been compared to a list 
of criminals and international 
guerrillas, but were not marched. 
They said the process was con- 
tinuing. 

Authorities in Seoul believe 
the couple may have planted a 
bomb aboard Korean Airline's 
(KAL) Right S58 in a plot by 
pro-north Korea extremists to 
disrupt South Korea’s Dec. 16 
presidential elections and the 
Summer Olympics. 


North Korea on Saturday dis- 
avowed any invohement. ’"The 
South Korean passenger plane 

missing h3s noihing to do with 
us." it said in a statement carried 

by the official KCNA news agen- 
cy and monitored in Tokyo. 
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Paris reportedly paid $3m Gromyko 
ransom to free 2 hostages Iran over 

Gulf war 


BEIRUT (R) — The Beirut Ash-Shiraa magazine 
has said that France bought the freedom of two 
French hostages released in Lebanon last week by 
paying a ransom of $3 million and pledging to stop 
arms supplies to Iraq. 


Asked in Paris ro comment on 
.Ash Shiraa's story, a Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman rejected 
the report, savins Prime Minister 


Jacaues Chirac had already de- 
nied all reports that France had 


nied all reports that France had 
paid a ransom to free the two 
hostages. 

"He said clearly there had been 
no ransom," she told Reuters. 

The Beirut weekly, which first 
broke news of the U.S.-Iran 
arms-for-hostages deal last 
November, quoted what it refer- 
red to only as ‘'sources" in its 
article made available ahead of 
publication. 

It said a breakthrough in re- 
solving the hostage crisis in Leba- 
non, where 24 foreigners are mis- 
sing and believed kidnapped, was 
expected within a period not ex- 
ceeding six months. 

The pro-Svrian magazine said 
the deal which secured the re- 
lease of French captives Jean- 
Louis Normandin and Roger Au- 
que, "has many clauses and 
facets.” 

These, it said, went beyond the 
embassy war between Paris and 
Tehran and an outstanding loan of 
S30G million France owes Iran. 

“The deal involved aspects 
which concerned the direct kid- 
nappers as well as others involved 
indirectly.” Ash Shiraa said. 

It added: “Concerning the kid- 
nappers. it has been revealed that 
they received $1.5 million for 
each of Normandin and Auque.” 


Television crewman Norman- 
din, 35, and photographer Au- 
que, 31, were freed in Syrian- 
controlled Muslim west Beirut 
last Friday by their pro-Iranian 
captors, the Revolutionary Jus- 
tice Organisation (RJO). 

Paris has said that its decision 
to allow Vahid Gordji. an inter- 
preter at Iran's Paris embassy 
suspected of personal involve- 
ment in a wave of bombings in 
Paris last year, was not linked to 
the release of the Frenchmen. 

In its report Ash Shiraa said: 
"France has pledged to stop pro- 
viding Iraq with any new arms 
and this pledge came after the 
failure of an agreement between 
her (France) and Iran to provide 
the latter with arms and military 
hardware.” 

Before freeing Normandin and 
Auque the RJO said it had re- 
ceived assurances that France 
would meet demands for changes 
in its Middle East policy- 

“The remaining hostages will 
be freed just as the previous 
hostages were and a solution for 
their problem will be found with- 
in a period of time not exceeding 
six months,” Ash Shiraa said. 

In Copenhagen, British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher 
accepted an assurance from 
French Prime Minister Jacques 
Chirac on Friday that Paris paid 
no ransom to secure the release 
of two hostages by Iranian mili- 
tants in Lebanon. 


A French official told reporters 
Mrs. Thatcher apologised for 
articles in the British press conde- 
mning France for what they cal- 
led a deal with terrorism.* 
Officials said Mr. Chirac 
approached Mrs. Thatcher over 
drinks before lunch at the Euro- 
pean Community summit in 
Copenhagen and told her that 
British press reports that France 
had bought the release of the 
hostages "were false. 

“She fully accepted his assur- 
ances that there was no payment 
of ransom or sale of arms to 
secure the release of the hos- 
tages." a senior British official 
said, reading from a prepared 
statement. 

Referring to information 
France gleaned from the hostages 
and the French seizure of a coas- 
ter loaded with arms apparently 
bound for Irish guerrillas, he 
added: “We very much appreri- ■ 
ated the cooperation received | 
over dealing with terrorism.” 
Mrs. Thatcher told parliament 
in London on Tuesday after 
France freed Gordji: 

“The best defence against ter- 
rorists is to make sure you will 
never give in to their demands. 
That is, and will continue to be 
our policy.” 

Her statement, in reply to a 
denunciation of the French action 
by a senior member of her Con- 
servative Party, was interpreted 
by the British press as an implicit 
criticism of Paris. 

Articles and editorials said it 
would be more difficult to secure 
the release of British hostages in 
Lebanon, including Anglican 
church envoy Terry Waite, if 
France had paid a ransom. 


Kuwait sentences youths for subversion 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s state 
security court convicted two 
Kuwaiti teenagers on Saturday of 
distributing leaflets calling for the 
overthrow of the government. 

The Kuwait News Agency 
KUNA said Abdul Aziz Abbas 
Al Shall. 18. was jailed for four 
years at hard labour while Haidar 
Abdullah Ibn Nakhai, 17. was 


sentenced in absentia to two 
years. 


KUNA said they were found 
guilty of “distributing leaflets that 
included an incitment to over- 
throw the ruling system in the 
country and defy the authority of 
the emirate.” 

Nearly 40 Kuwaitis, most of 


them believed to be pro-Iranian 
militants, were arrested in Janu- 
ary and charged with anti-state 
activities. Ten were later jailed 
for between six months and seven 
years. 


Six Kuwaitis were sentenced to 
death in June for involvement in 
bombings at oil installations. 


Mahdi reports no progress 
in talks with Haile Mariam 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese 
Prime Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi 
has said his talks with Ethiopian 
leader Mengistu Haile Mariam 
were held in a frank and serious 
atmosphere. 

But he did not report any 
progress in defusing tension be- 
tween the two countries. 

Speaking to reporters on his 
arrival from Kampala, where he 
held two rounds of talks with Mr. 
Haile Mariam. Mr. Mahdi said 
the two sides derided to set up a 
joint committee to look into bi- 
lateral problems. 

He did not say when the com- 
mittee would meet. 


Sudan accused neighbouring 
Ethiopia last month of helping 
anti-government Sudanese rebels 
to capture the border town of 
Kurmuk. 


U.S. couple convicted iit bid to 
break Libya trade embargo 


SAN DIEGO, California (AP) — 
Two Americans have been found 


of conspiracy to defraud the Un- 
ited States. 


guilty of providing oil equipment 
to Libya in violation of a pres- 


It said the town, some 600 
kilometres south east of Khar- 
toum, was heavily shelled for 
several days from inside Ethiopia 
before it fell on Nov. 12. 


Ethiopia, which accuses the 
Khartoum government of sup- 
porting secessionist rebels fight- 
ing its troops, has denied the 
charges. 

“I cannot say more at this 
stage," Mr. Mahdi said. 


to Libya in violation of a pres- 
idential embargo, authorities 
said. 

A jury deliberated two days 
before returning the verdicts Fri- 
day against George Smith, 50, 
and Cheiyl Smith, 37, of Gietna, 
Louisiana. 

The Smiths, owners of the 
Louisiana-based Oil Patch Pro- 
duction Service Inc., were con- 
victed of all 11 counts — five of 
illegal exports to Libya, five of 
making false statements and one 


Each faces a maximum prison 
term of SO years and $2.75-miI- 
lion fine. U.S. District Judge 
Rudi Brewster ordered the 
Smiths jailed pending a Jan. 19 
sentencing hearing. 


The Smiths were arrested in 
January, along wjth Scottish 
businessman Francis George 
Christie after a government op- 
eration revealed the three had 
violated the trade embargo by 
arranging an oil equipment ship- 
ment to Libya. 
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Palestinian fighters lay down guns to repair camp F j 

BEIRUT (R) — Jihad leaned his As more cement was mixed broken in the fighting t0 ^ r* J * * 

rifle against a bullet-pocked nearby, women and old men in Shatila. with a population of damp and cold. The number 
umll w7f*ri a nirkaxe anri cpf Tn rh<* varri nf rh» mncniiP t»»nrif>ri i son in 1984. was the worst cases was increasing. 


MOSCOW { AP) - Soviet Presi- 
dent Andrei Gromyko has ac- 
cused Iran of doing little to stop 
its long, bloody war with Iraq, the 
I TASS^news agency reported. 

The TASS account of Mr. 
Gromyko’s meeting with Iranian 
Ambassador Naser Heirany Nub- 
aiy contained some of the Soviet 
Union's sharpest public criticism 
yet of either side in the war. 

The Soviet Union is Iraq's 
main weapons supplier, but re- 
cently has been seeking to im- 
prove commercial and other rela- 
tions with Iran's fundamentalist 
Islamic government. 

“You as an ambassador and 
the Iranian leadership made a 
great number of statements about 
the wish to end the war." Mr. 
Gromyko said. “But the war goes 
on. Iran is practically not carrying 
the matters toward ending the 
war. Therefore the main ques- 
tions remain unresolved.” 

“Blood is being spilled profuse- 
ly. But the Soviet leadership 
holds that neither Iran nor Iraq 
has blood to spare,” Mr. Gromy- 
ko said. 

“If Iran really stopped the war 
and embarked on a political set- 
tlement of disputes with Iraq no- 
body would assess this step as a 
defeat for Iran," Mr. Gromyko 
said. 

“Any person would probably 
agree that the war cannot go on , 
indefinitely, and that the later Iran 
arrives at the conclusion that it 
should be ended, the less favour- 
able this will be for Iran,” he 
said, 

Soviet emissaries have visited 
both Iran and Iraq in recent 
months seeking an end to the 
seven years of fighting. Hie U.N. 
Security Council, which includes 
the Soviet Union, passed Resolu- 
tion 598 this summer calling for 
an immediate end to the fighting. 

TASS said the Iranian ambas- 
sador flew to Tehran and brought 
back a message from the Iranian 
leadership in’ which it calls for 
broader cooperation with the 
Soviet Union. • 


BEIRUT (R) — Jihad leaned his 
rifle against a bullet-pocked 
wall, seized a pickaxe and set to 
work with fellow Palestinian com- 
mandos repairing the mosque at 
Beirut's Shatila refugee camp. 

Veteran Palestinian fighters 
have laid down arms in recent 
weeks to rebuild Shatila's hospit- 
al, mosque and two schools, shat- 
tered in three years of battles 
with Shi'ite Muslim Amal mili- 
tiamen. * 

But the latest round of the 
Amal-Palestinian "camps war” 
that ended in September also 
demolished about 95 per cent of 
the concrete single-storey houses 
and tin-roofed shacks in' Shatila. 

Unless agreement is reached to 
allow more supplies into the 
camp, its estimated 2.500 resi- 
dents will have a miserable winter 
as rain and cold seeps through 
their damaged roofs and walls. 

“The whole camp is like a big 
swamp,” said Mariam Taleb, a 
mother of six, using a handful of 
cement taken from the fighters at 
the mosque to patch the bullet 
.holes in her single-room home. 

“People might think we have 
adapted to this life but I don't 
understand how any human can 
adapt to this.” she said, glancing 
at her sick 12-year-old daughter 
sleeping on the bare floor. 


As more cement was mixed 
nearby, women and old men in 
the yard of the mosque tended 
carnations planted on a mass 
grave for about 450 residents 
killed in the last year of bitter 
conflict. 


Work on Shatila’s shell-holed 
public buildings began on Nov. 9. 
after Syrian mediators succeeded 
in getting Amal to allow a convoy 
carrying 72 tonnes of cement into 
the camp. 

The supplies donated by the 
Arab League were the first since 
1985 allowed into the shanty- 
town. It is ringed by Syrian 
peace-keeping troops but remains 
under partial siege from Amal. 

Another convoy reached near- 
by Bourj Ai Barajneb camp, 
where as in Shatila. only women 
and children are allowed to ven- 
ture in and out. The men, as 
suspected fighters, are trapped 
inside. 


3.500 in 1984, was the worst 
damaged of Lebanon's 12 Palesti- 
nian refugee camps by the 
“camps war" which killed 2,500 
people and wounded thousands. 

Amal said it had to put the 
camps under siege to choke a 
Palestinian military resurgence 
before it led to an Israeli invasion 
like the 1982 thrust to expel 
Palestinian commandos. 

Palestinian groups, however, 
said Amal wanted to end their 
ability to protect the 300,000 
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. 

During the 1982 Israeli inva- 
sion, Lebanese Falangist militia- 
men were allowed into Sabra and 
Shatila, where they massacred 
hundreds of Palestinian men, 
women and children. 


Children in Shatila race to 
meet their mothers back from 
shopping outside the camp, which 
is 200 metres square. 

As Jihad and friends worked, 
other commandos with pistols 
and sub-machineguns patrolled 
the narrow alleyways, partly 
choked by mounds of rubble and 
pools of mud fed by sewers 


Issa Framawi, a member of 
Shatila’s Reconstruction Com- 
mittee, said a joint Palesrinian- 
Amal committee had agreed to 
the immediate repair of the hos- 
pital, mosque and schools. 

“But what is more important is 
to repair the houses.” he said. 
“We are anxiously awaiting word 
to start that.” 

A U.N. official said the major 
health hazards in Shatila. respira- 
tory tract problems, rheumatism 


damp and cold. The number j ,k 
cases was increasing, 

“It's pitiful.” said the offida 
who visited the camp. “Famj) 
after family sitting in the datf 
cold and wet.” 

Amal has said more supply 
will be allowed into Beirut 
camps once Palestinian con 
mandos quit villages they car 
tured last year near the souther 
port of Sidon. 

But negotiations for a Palesti 
nian pullback are deadlocked be 
cause of what Western diploma 
said were fears that Amal woul 
hand over control of the village 
to (lie Syrian army. 

“All politicians and leader 
should separate the political issu 
from the humanitarian one” Fra 
mawi said. “With winter now w 
are living a real tragedy as all Uj . 
houses were destroyed.” 

“The first shipment of buildin 
supplies boosted the morale c 
the refugees.” said Chris Giat , 
nou. a Greek-Canadian doctc, i 
who has worked at Shatila': 
makeshift hospital for two years - • 
“But they have become impa.J 
tient. They have been under sieg 
for two years and they adapted & 
that, but when you see light at t h> 
end of the tunnel you becouu 
impatient.” 


Genscher 
to discuss 
Mideast 
peace with 
Mubarak 


N. Yemen denies clashes with South 


CAIRO (RJ — West German 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher said in an interview 
published on Saturday he would 
discuss Middle East peace efforts 
and regional issues with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak next 
week. 

Mr. Genscher, due to arrive in 
Cairo on Monday for a two-day 
official visit, told Egypt's Middle 
East News Agency his talks 
would also cover ties between 
Egypt and West Germany. 

He said he would sign two 
agreements. The first resche-* 
duled government and commercial - 
debt owed by Egypt to West' 
Germany. The second aimed at 
avoiding double taxation in trans- 
actions between the two coun- 
tries. 

Sources dose to the reschedul- 
ing negotiations said the debt 
agreement, reached in line with 
an accord between Egypt and the 
Paris Gub of creditor nations in 
May, covered 870 million marks 
($524 million) in arrears and dues 
up to the end of June 1988. 

The Paris Club deal provides 
for rescheduling about a quarter 
of Egypt’s foreign debt of nearly 
$40 billion, mostly owed to govern- 
ments rather than commerdal 
banks. 


SHARJAH, United Arab Emi- 
rates (R) — North Yemen's fore- 
ign minister, in an interview pub- 
lished on Saturday, denied his 
country had border dashes with 
South Yemen. 

The minister, Abdul Karim Ariani, 
said the presence of ousted South 
Yemeni President Ali Naser 
Mohammad in the North had not 
led to armed conflict between the 
two Yemens as some Arab news- 
papers intermittently reported. 

“There have never been any 
armed clashes,’’ Mr. Ariani tola 
the Gulf newspaper Al Khaleej. 

Mr. Mohammad and his men 

sought refuge in the North after a 


bloody internal war in January 
1986. Aden's new rulers deman- 
ded he be sent home to stand trial 
for tne fighting in which more 
than 10,000 people died. 

It accused Sanaa of making a 
military camp available to Mr. 
Mohammad, who has threatened 
to retake- power. 

“Ali Naser and his men were 
offered only houses,” Mr. Ariani 
said. “No such camp has been 
provided.” 

He said repatriating the de- 
posed president was “out of the 
question" but denied that the 
issue was an obstacle to moves for 
re-unifying the two countries. 


The two states were on tilt 
verge of unity before Mr. Al 
Naser was toppled, and Mr 
Ariani said the move needet 
only “a bold derision.” 


only a Doia decision. 

He said North Yemen's first oi 
exports would start this month 
but said it would not join thi 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex 
porting Countries (OPEC). 

“We will start oil exports be 
fore the end of this year at a dail 


average of 150,000 bpd (barrel 
per (fay), to be raised later t 


per day), to be raised later t 
21)0,000 bpd," Mr. Ariani saic 
“But it sml is a modest outpi 
which does not necessitate joii 
ins OPEC.” 


U.N. issues new call for Saharan peace talks 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
General Assembly has issued a 
new call to Morocco and the 
Polisario Front to hold direct 
negotiations for a ceasefire in 
Western Sahara to create condi- 
tions for a referendum in the 
disputed, territory. 

The vote on the resolution, 
called up from the Assembly’s 
Decolonisation Committee, was 
93 in favour and none against, 
with 50 abstentions. 


Polisario, which is backed by 
Algeria, challenges Moroccan 
rule over the former Spanish 
territory. 

Morocco did not vote on the 
resolution, which reaffirmed that 
the question of Western Sahara 
was one of decolonisation that, 
remained to be completed on the 
basis of the exercise by the people 
of their right to self-determina- 
tion and independence. 

It also reaffirmed that the solu- 


tion of the question lay in th 

implementation of a decisio 

adopted by the heads of state an - - « . v 
government of the Organisation l 
of African Unity (OAU). 

•rv The resolution took note of .Yin fj- f s 
derision by the chairman ot th" 1 ^ ’ 4 1 

OAU and the U.N. secretar 
general to despatch a technics 
mission to Western Sahara. Th 
mission is gathering data to hel 
arrange a ceasefire and a re 
ferendum. 


Egypt seizes 24 truckloads of smuggled goods 


ASWAN, Egypt (R) — Police 
seized 24 truckloads of smuggled 
consumer goods headed for 
Sudan and arrested 19 Egyptians 
and Sudanese after a desert gun- 
fight, border guards have said. 

They said police chased and 
detained the smugglers on Tues- 
day after an exchange of fire in 
Egyp^ eastern desert, about 90 
kilometres east of the southern 


city of Aswan. 

Police were still looking for 35 
men who escaped. 

The goods, worth about one 
million pounds ($450,000), in- 
cluded refrigerator motors, car ' 
tyres, chicken cubes, black pep- 
per, shoes and imported 
cigarettes. 

Imports of consumer goods are 
severely restricted in Sudan, one 


of Africa’s poorest countries. 

In the past four months polic 
have reported two hauls of narcc 


tics being smuggled into Egyp 
from Sudan on the eastern deser 


border. 


But this week’s arrests were th' 
first reported case of overlan- 
smuggling into Sudan from it. 
northern neighbour. 
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13:00 Tripoli (LN) 

13:45 Bahrain. SharjalGFi 

14:40 Jeddah (SV) 

15:00 Kuwait (KU) 

17 JO Athens (OA) 

20:00 Sanaa (LHl 


Amman govcmoraic 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 190 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 


PRAYER TIMES 


09:15 Aqaba I RJl 

09JO Kuwait (RJ) 

09540 Jeddah I RJ) 

09 J5 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

10:00 Dubai. A6u Dhabi ( RJ) 

16:45 Cairo I RJ ) 

i7:00 London (RJ) 

17:50 .... New York. Amsierdam (RJ) 

18:00 Paris I RJ) 

18:05 Frankfurt | RJ) 

18:05 Los Angeles. Chicago. Vicnnj 
(RJ) 

18:15 Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

18:30 Madnd. Rome ( RJ) 

23:55 Baghdad (RJ) 


04:56 .... 
ObJd ..... 

11:27 . . 
14:12 ... 
I6J3 ... 
17:57 


Fajr 

f Sunrise) Du/u 

Dbuhr 

Asr 

Maghreb 

'(sha 


Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293.273131 
Civil Defence Quweismch ...... 77(1733 

Civil Defence Dei r Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade .... 198 

First aid 63034 1 

Blood Bank 77S3U3 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622H9U-3 

Police rescue 192. 6211 II . 637777 

Police headquarter* 63914) 

Traffic police 8%3<KP| 

E lea ric Power Co. 63n3xi ,‘4 . 624X8 1 
Municipal water complaints 771 125/8 
Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport l«W)5333(VM» 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Samour 615645 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Mahfouz 793344 

Dr. Yousef Stncirat 821311 

Dr. A. Abu Khalaf 663552 

Ftras pharmacy 061912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 787336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salain pharmacy 636730 


TAXIS: 

Ah ram taxi .... 
Venecia laxi ... 
Palestine taxi .. 
Shmcisani taxi 
Mchyartaxi . .. 
Khavyamtaxi . 

Jordan taxi 

Ascm laxi 


66391 - . , 

644585 »« U (tr H I 

67)473 IU I 

665294 . 

644574 4l(jO 

841577 l*«OI 

623050 I 

844503 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


HOSPITALS 


Saturday rates 

Local scllhui rates in Tib 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


09:00 

09:35 

H:20 

11:45 

12:45 

12:55 

13:40 

16JS 

19:15 

21:05 

00:25 


Berlin (IF) 

Cairo (MSI 

Damascus (AZi 

Kuwait t LN) 

... Sharia. Dohj(GF) 

Jeddah (SV) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Athens (O A) 

Frankfun (LH ) 

Cairo (MS) 

London. Cairo I BA i 


Belgian franc 

Dutch guilder 

French franc 

Italian lira 

Japanese yen (for ltM)j , 

Swedish riown 

Swiss franc 

U.K. sterling pound ... 

U.S dollar 

W. German mark 


. «5.S/ 97.3 
177.5/ Itf) I 


250.7/ 255 4 
55.3* 56.2 


243.2/ 248.1 
59h.5 1 606 M 


333.4/ 338.1 
1 98.7 202.3 


WEATHER 


Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn. 
Akileh Matcrnilv.J. Amn.. 
Jahal Amman Maternity.... 

Malhas. J. Amman ....! 

Palestine. Shmcisani 

Shmcisani Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-Muashcr Hospilal 

The Islamic. Abdali 

A l-Ahh, Abdali 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashrafich 

Army. Marta 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 

Amal Hospital 


IRBID: 

Dr. Issam Al Saleh 274722 

Halabi pharmacy (H 

Wahran pharmacy (— 1 


815X13/32 

. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
.... 642362 
...636(40 
. 664)71/4 
.... 669(31 
845845/65 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
• 6MIOV6 
. 777]f)l/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 
.... 674155 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziyad Ju'ciicm 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 773111/12 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hold complaints 66WU 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information >2 

Jordan and Middle East ails 

Overseas calls 1 [ 

Repair service 1* 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1 ) 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Muenrok^y. 


Aqaba (RJ) 

Tunis. Casa tHanca (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwail (RJ) 

Dhahran RJ) 

- Dubai, Muscat (RJl 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ; 

LarnacaiRJi 

Jeddah. Sana'a (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 
BangJkak(RJ| 


It will be raid, and partly clnudv 
cloudy, with scattered rain at limes. 
Winds will be northwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, it will be partly cloudy, with 
scattered showers. Winds will be 
southerly moderate and rough sea. 


MARKET PRICES 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


Min. /max. iemp. 


Yesterday's high icmpcraiurcs: Am- 
man 9. Aqaba 20. Humidity readings: 
Amman 93 per cent. Aqaba 20.3S per 


Amman 

cent. 


Vppcrlowcr price in 
Apple (different kinds) ... 

Apple (French) 

Banana 

Banana IMukammar) ... 

Beans 

Beans (hroadl 

Beetroot j 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers 

Dates (box) 

Eggplant i large) 

Eggplant (small) 

Garlic ' 


fik per kg. 
... 3.KJ/30 

- 400 / 350 

- 350 / 300 
... 300/240 
... 160/ 120 
... 550 / 450 
... 150/120 
... 90/ 60 
... 300/250 
... 100/ 70 
... 270/200 

1200 1 1000 
... «/ 30 
.. 160/100 
.. 450/350 


Grapefruit 

Guava 

Lemon 

Mandarin 

Marrow 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dry) 

Oranges (Abu surra) ... 
Oranges | Shammouti) . 


pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Raddish ... 


Spinach 

Tomaire 


tomatoes 
Turnip .... 


130 /JW 
300 / 250 
120/ 80 
150/ 100 
100/ 70 
120/ SO 
180/120 
300 / 250 
1S0/140 
140/100 
120/ SO 
250 / 200 
, 80/50 
100 / 60 
130/ 90 
120/ SO 


'n 
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All health centres to 
have laboratories soon 


'liAFRAQ (J.T.) — The Minis- 
*. • iy of Health will soon install 
• laboratories in ail health centres 
throughout the Kingdom, in 
■ ;■ '■ >rder to provide laboratory ser- 
/ices for all citizens and relieve 
•; /'tiospitals from part of their duty, 
health Minister Zaid Hamzeh 
. : innounced here on Saturday. 

. Speaking during an inspection 
or of the Mafraq region. Dr. 
,J -‘ Hamzeh encouraged all health 
?.••• . jentres to intensify their prog- 
" Grammes for spreading awareness 
j among the local communities and 
. :: in schools. 

: • The minister toured five health. 

* . centres in Mafraq and the eastern 
badia region ana met with offi- 
/rials and citizens concerned with 
’• - health services in these areas. 
During the tour, the minister 
laid the foundation stone for a 
•-.■'comprehensive health centre in 


the Sabaha region. The new cen- 
tre will provide 24-hour medical 
services to citizens and travellers 
along the Amman-Baghdad 
route, where the new centre is 
located, the minister said. 

Later, the minister laid the 
foundation stone for another 
Health centre in the town of Sama 
A1 Sarhan, which- will offer 
mother and child care, dentistry 
and other essential services. 

Dr. Hamzeh then opened Um 
Sarb health centre, which will 
offer medical care to badia resi- 
dents, and announced that more 
health centres will be built in the 
region once plots of land were 
assigned for the projects. 

The minister was accompanied 
on the tour by Mafraq Governor 
Fayez Abbadi and heads of local 
government departments. 


■ Italy to assist Jordan in 

■ building vocational school 


By a Reporter 

^AMMAN — Jordan and Italy on 
[Saturday signed a five-year pro- 
tocol for the establishment of a 
vocational school for graphic arts, 
. -to be located on the grounds of 
. '• the Marka Polytechnic. 

/ The agreement was signed on 
- Jordan’s behalf by Minister of 
Planning Dr. Taher Kanaan, and 
'-on the Italian side by Italian 
- Ambassador to Jordan Dr. Luigi 
. ' - Amaduzzi. 

The project, which is included 
in the 1986-1990 five-year plan, 
\ . - aims at meeting the increasing 
. need of printing presses for skil- 
led workers and technicians, with 
■'a view to upgrading efficiency and 
producing high-quality printed 
-materials for the Jordanian and 
Arab markets. 

It involves constructing and 
^equipping a printing school to 
Accommodate 360 students at the 
^secondary vocational level and 
240 students at the training centre 
level. 


The school will be organised 
into the following sections: 
photocomposition, photorepro- 
ductions, photolithography, 
offset printing, binding, graphic 
design, technology workshop and 
maintenance. 

While the Jordanian govern- 
ment has provided the land and 
built the required premises, the 
Italian contribution shall consist 
of: technical machinery and 
assistance, teaching publications, 
expertise and scholarships to 28 
Jordanian instructors for training 
courses in Italy. 

The project, which follows the 
creation of a training centre for 
electricians at the Zarqa indust- 
rial school (completed in 1986), 
the realisation of a handicraft 
school in Salt and the establish- 
ment of a pilot quarry plant for 
the exploitation of limestone in 
Maan, is a further significant ex- 
ample of the Italian support to 
the promotion of .vocational 
occupations in Jordan. 


Fayez reported in very 
g^djcopdition after surgery 


.XMSflAN (J.T:) — - Speaker" of 
:thb Lower House of Parliament, 
lAkefAl Fayez. who underwent a 
; successful surgery at an American 
' hospital recently, was reported to 
_be in “very good condition” on 
Saturday. 

11 According to Parliament's 
secretary-general, Mr. Hani 
Kheir, Mr. Fayez is expected to 
be discharged from a Houston. 
Texas hospital within a week. 

• Mr. Fayez, 66, was operated on 
this past Wednesday. 

On Friday, His Majesty King 


"Hussein and His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammad, personal rep- 
resentative of the King, tele- 
phoned Mr. Fayez to inquire ab- 
out the progress of his recovery. 
The King "congratulated Mr. 
Fayez on the success of his opera- 
tion and wished him a speedy 
recovery. 

Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, a 
number of ministers, senators 
and deputies also telephoned Mr. 
Fayez and wished him a quick 
recovery. 


Jordan to sell Egypt 
75,000 tonnes of cement 


\\t AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is to 
_ -^sell Egypt 75.000 tonnes of Jorda- 
... flian cement, in accordance with a 
new agreement concluded in 
Cairo during a visit by the direc- 
tor-general of the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company (JCFC), 
Khaldoun A1 Zaher. 

Dr. Zaher, in statement upon 
his return here on Saturday, said 
that agreement was concluded 


afte four days of talks with Egyp- 
tian officials from the Ai Naser 
Import-Export Company and the 
offices in charge of importing 
cement. 

Last year, Jordan sold 650,000 
tonnes of cement to Egypt and is 
expected to sell more quantities, 
in accordance with - an earlier 
agreement which provided for the 
sale of a total of 75,000 tonnes. 


IPA, World Bank discuss 
potential cooperation agreement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
form the World Bank on Satur- 
day visited the Institute of Public 
Administration (IPA) and discus- 
sed the signing of an agreement 
between the two sides. 

The agreement would consider 
the IPA as a partner to the World 
Bank’s Institute for Economic 
Development and as a regional 
.centre for organising World 
Bank-sponsored seminars, con- 
ferences and studies in the coun- 
ties of the Middle East. 


The delegation examined the 
IPA’s potentials and activities 
and, in particular, its research 
and training programmes. IPA 
Director Mr. Abdullah Ulayyan 
discussed with the delegation 
cooperation in implementing IPA 
plans in Jordan. 

Agreement was reached during 
the talks on holding a World 
Bank-sponsored seminar on 
administrative training to be held 
in Amman next year. 


Workshops on animal disease, 
veterinary vaccine open 

- AMMAN (Petra) — Two work- rently being implemented in 

- shops on the implementation and cooperation with the West Ger- 
.* 'valuation of projects for com- man government, was the first of 
/baling animal diseases and the its kind in the Arab World. Dr. 


production of veterinary vaccines 
began here on Saturday. The 
workshops are organised by the 
■Wuristry of Agriculture and the 
West German development agen- 
cy GTZ. 

Deputising for Minister of 


Lawzi said the project involves 
conducting a survey of epidemic 
animal diseases in Jordan, with 
the aim of designing a scientific 
plan for studying and combating 
these diseases. 

He said that the veterinary 




Her Majesty Queen Zein, the Queen Mother on 
Saturday is presented with a replica of the Holy- 
Dome of the Rock by Minister of Labour and Social 


M the vicdnesriec. intends 
ministry’s undersecretary, Salem the ^ngdom s need for varans, 
Al La*4, spoke at the opening of which .amounts to NO milUon 

workshops, noting that the ^ 1 ^?° n J^ Uang7 ° 
tosease-combating project, cur- million doses for export. 


Seminar on human resources management 
opens with call for effective administration 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
on Saturday stressed the need for 
a qualified'administrative system 
that would help to achieve the 
objectives of development. “An 
effective administrative system 
plays a leading role in the life of a 
developing nation which seeks 
prosperity through development 
schemes,” Prince Hassan said in a 
speech read out on his behalf by 
Minister of Justice Riad Al Sha- 
ka'a at the opening of a seminar 
on human resources management 
in Arab countries. 

Prince Hassan said that politic- 
al independence can best be 
maintained by enhancing the 
country's economic development, 
which includes human resources 
management. “The aim of social 
and economic development plans 


should be raising the standard of 
living and improving the quality 
of life for the community and this 
can come about through develop- 
ing human resources.” the Crown 
Prince noted. 

In the speech. Prince Hassan 
referred to a royal commission 
for the development of civil ser- 
vice in Jordan and said that the 
commission has made provisions 
for ensuring improved and stable 
conditions for government em- 
ployees, in order to encourage 
them to be more creative and 
efficient. The commission has 
also begun working out job de- 
scriptions clarifying the duties of 
government employees. Prince 
Hassan said. 

The Crown Prince called on 
developing nations to give proper 
attention to human resources 


management, which is an essen- 
tial factor in development, and 
which is one of the priorities in 
Jordan’s current five-year plan. 

Another speaker at the open- 
ing session of the five-day meet- 
ing was Dr. Hashem Al Dabbas. 
director of the Audit Bureau, 
who underlined the importance 
of human resources management 
in auditing and accountancy ser- 
vices in the Arab World. 

The participants in the seminar 
will study subjects related to hu- 
man resources management, per- 
sonnel control and employment 
strategies for Arab organisations. 

Directors of audit bureaus and 
personnel services in Arab coun- 
tries are taking part in the meet- 
ings, along with representatives 
from Austria and Canada. 


Commander of People’s Army says 
recruit training process going smoothly 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Commander 
of the People’s Army Major 
General Badruddin AI Widyan 
has stated that his depart- 
ment has not encountered any 
problems in the process of orga-- 
nising and training recruits for the ; 
People’s Armv since its inception 
in 1982. 

Speaking in an interview with 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Mag.-Gen. Widyan said that he 
saw a positive response on the 
part of the public towards the 
People’s Army. 


He said that many recruits, 
including university students, 
have been given training in light 
arms and first aid and rescue 
operations in courses ranging 
from 21 days to four months. 7 

The recruits also receive train- 
ing in firefighting, civil defence 
guidance and medical aid for war 
victims, according to Maj.-Gen. 
Widyan. 

Referring to obligatory military 
training programmes for the Peo- 
ple’s Army, Maj.-Gen. Widyan 
said that male and female stu- 


dents in secondary schools, com- 
munity colleges' arid universities, 
from the age of 16, are required 
to participate in these program- 
mes, as well as all members of the 
public up 'to* the' age of 55, for 
men, and 45, for women. 

Students will not be able to 
graduate from university without 
acquiring military training with 
the People's Army, Maj.-Gen. 
Widyan added. He said that prog- 
rammes have been set so as not to 
adversely affect educational prog- 
rammes. 


Royal Theatre Company brings back 
magic , mystery to age-old tale ofAlladin 


By Meg Abu Ham dan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Since the time it was 
first told, the story of Alladin and 
his lamp — one of the most 
popular of Shehrazade’s 
thousand and one tales — has 
been an enduring source of won- 
der and delight to children and 
adults of all ages, and the Royal 
Theatre Company’s version, 
opening this week at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, promises to re- 
tain all the mystery and magic of 
the age-old classic. 

This new production has been 
written especially for the Royal 
Theatre Company by one of Jor- 
dan’s most popular actors and 
playwrights, Nabil Sawalha. Per- 
formed in Arabic, the play fulfills 
one of the original aims of the 
company; that of producing a 
new play in Arabic, preferably 
for children, with an oriental 
theme. 

“There was no worthwhile 
script of Alladin available,” the 
play’s director, Vanessa Bat- 
rouni. told the Jordan Times, 
“apart from only very short chil- 
dren's sketches, and the British 
pantomime of Alladin is a com- 
pletely adulterated and corrupted 
version of the story which fails to 
grasp the spirit of the play. We 
wanted to go back to the original 
story, which is very beautiful, rich 
in mythology, magic and mystery, 
and so we approached Mr. 
Sawalha to adapt the story for 
us.” 

in Mr. Sawalha’s version, the 
element of fatalism is very 
strong,” Mrs. Batrouni con- 
tinued, “and there is a sense of 
magic running throughout the 
play. Whereas the mortals are 
more important in the panto- 
mime version, and the magic is 
merely incidental to the mam 
action of the play,' in our produc- 
tion there is a balance between 
the mortals and the magic.’’ 

In Shehrazade’s original story, 
Alladin is not a very nice person. 


He’s lazy, cowardly, and worse, a 
petty thief. In fact, Alladin is the 
typical anti-hero, but a very lucky 
one, whose life is made for him 
by a chance encounter with a 
benevolent genie. 

In the Batrouni-Sawalha pro- 
duction, Alladin is kept as an 
anti-hero to give him some depth 
as a character. The other charac- 
ters in this rather brief story have 
also been developed, so as to 
create interesting personalities, 
within the contexl of the original 
theme of the play — the forces of 
good battling the forces of evil. It 
is these characters which are 
emphasised in the play, rather 
than the usual Hollywood razz- 
matazz of glittering jewels, large 
stomachs and special effects. 

“We are trying to work to- 
wards an elegant production with 
no effects for the sake of effects 
and with an emphasis on the story 
and the actors," Mr. Sawalha 
said. 

The eight actors, including Mr. 
Sawalha who plays principally the 
wicked magician, are all well- 
known artists with extensive ex- 
perience on television and stage. 
Munir Kadoumi plays the lead 
role of Alladin; Yousef Yousef 
takes the roles of the Wazir and 
Sharayan: and Rania Fahed plays 
the heroine. Princess Murjan. 

Being both the author of the 
play and performing a major role 
in it presents some problems for 
Mr. Sawalha; but, on the whole, 
he has found it to be a “worth- 
while experience." “Although 
I’m writing plays for. the Amman 
Baccalaureate School (where Mr. 
Sawalha teaches part-time, in 
addition to acting as director of 
the Haya Arts Centre), I’m not a 
writer,” Mr. Sawalha explained," 
I’ve never been able to sit. But 
the good thing about being an 
actor/writer is that you can 
change the lines, as is inevitably 
the case, yourself. Once I become 
an actor I am able to detach 
myself from the feeling of being a 
writer and, luckily, I am not 


possessive about my lines, as 
many authors are. The only thing 
is that I might find myself more 
demanding of the other actors 
when I see the thought behind the 
lines not coming over as 1 envis- 
aged." 

Mrs. Batrouni also finds work- 
ing on this production of Alladin 
’exciting because it is quite ex- 
perimental. .As well as trying to 
convey the idea that the play is a 
story within a story by means of a 
narrator, there is also a dramati- 
cally different approach to the 
music, costumes and sets. The 
costumes and sets have been in- 
terpreted with soft and supple 
fabrics, so as to create a flowing 
effect. 

The music consists solely of 
percussion instruments — tabla, 
drums, woodblocks, chimes and 
tambourine — played throughout 
the production, giving the ele- 
ment of simplicity and rawness 
that both Mrs. Batrouni and Mr. 
Sawalha were looking for. The 
songs are extremely different and 
interesting, seeming like accented 
chants that develop out of the 
natural rhythm of the speech. 

After the performances in Am- 
man, the Royal Theatre Com- 
pany, in cooperation with the 
Haya Arts Centre, which is co- 
producing the play, hopes to take 
the show on tour both in Jordan 
and in other Arab countries. Mr. 
Sawalha and Mrs. Batrouni are in 
the process of translating the play 
into English, so that, eventually, 
they can present it in theatres in 
London and other parts of the 
English-speaking world. 

In the meantime, for those 
here in Amman, it is an event 
that should not be missed. The 
play opens on Monday, Dec. 7 
and will run nightly, except for 
Fridays, for two weeks. There 
will be matinee performances on 
Thursday, Dec. 10 and on Thurs- 
day Dec. 17. Tickets are available 
from the Royal Cultural Centre 
at JD 3 for adults and JD 1.5 for 
children and students. 


Queen Mother laureated 
for role in promoting 
voluntary work in Kingdom 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty Queen Zein, the 
Queen Mother, on Saturday received the Golden 
Voluntary Work Shield and a model of the Holy 
Dome of the Rock from representatives of voluntary 
organisations in Jordan, in recognition of her major 
role in promoting voluntary work in the Kingdom. 


Development Khaled Al Haj Hassan and President 
of the General Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GltVS) Abdullah Al Khatib (Petra photo) 


The shield was presented by 
Minister of Labour and Social 
Development Khaled Al Haj 
Hassan, who spoke on the occa- 
sion. expressing the organisa- 
tion’s appreciation of the Queen's 
efforts in various fields of volun- 
tary work. 

“Thousands of voluntary work- 
ers who devoted their efforts to 
serving Jordan and the Jordanian 
people consider Your Majesty as 
a symbol and a pioneer of the 
voluntary work movement, which 
has developed and advanced 
tremendously through your sup- 
port and the care of His Majesty 
King Hussein,” the minister said. 

The meeting was attended by 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma, the chairperson of the 
Queen Alia Social Welfare Fund. 

The occasion reminds the 
Jordanian public of the efforts of 
the Queen Mother towards prom- 
oting the Jordanian women's 
movement that goes hand in hand 
with the general development in 
the country. The Queen Mother 
has contributed effectively and 
positively in stimulating social 
and humanitarian work by con- 
tinuous support of charitable 
societies and her active participa- 
tion in their work. 

The Queen Mother chaired the 
first women's society in Jordan in 
1944 and later led other societies 
offering humanitarian and volun- 
tary services to the public. 

The presentation of the shield 
to the Queen Mother at Zahran 
Palace was one of the main activi- 
ties marking International Volun- 
tary Day. 

Mr. Haj Hassan later deputised 
for King Hussein in attending a 


ceremony at the Royal Cultural 
Centre honouring pioneers of the 
volumary movement in Jordan. 

The minister addressed the 
ceremony, conveying greetings 
from the King to the participants 
and to all voluntary workers 
throughout the country. 

“Jordan is proud of its volun- 
tary movement, which has been 
supported over the years by the 
King and the successive govern- 
ments, working under his gui- 
dance as part of an all-out effort 
towards reconstruction and de- 
velopment." Mr. Haj Hassan 
said. 

"The Ministry of Social De- 
velopment,” he continued, 
“looks forward to better and even 
more extensive service by volun- 
tary organisations, for the benefit 
of the whole country.” 

"The ministry hopes to prom- 
ote its cooperation with the Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation, the 
Queen Alia Social Welfare Fund, 
the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) and the Gener- 
al Federation of Jordanian 
Women,” Mr. Haj Hassan 
added. 

“At present the ministry is 
working in coordination with 
GUVS to help charitable 
societies in the Kingdom update 
and intensify their work, so that 
they can offer better service to 
the community, " he noted. 

Mr. Haj Hassan said that the 
creation of the National Aid 
Fund was one step towards prom- 
oting voluntary work in the coun- 
try, because "it would help the 
organisations "to provide assist- 
ance and protection to less for- 
tunate members of the Jordanian 


family." 

The minister also paid tribute 
to the women's unions and their 
voluntary work. In addition, he 
voiced Jordan’* appreciation to 
Arab countries which extend 
financial help to voluntary orga- 
nisations operating in the 
Kincdom. 

GUVS President Abdullah Al 
Khatib also spoke at the cere- 
mony. describing voluntary and 
charitable work as ,t national duty 
and as pan of the efforts towards 
building up the country. 

Dr. Khatib reviewed GUVS 
activities, noting that the orga- 
nisation has been financing the 
university education of 4tKJ needy 
students, as well as providing JD 

75.000 to the National Aid Fund, 
to be used for supporting poor 
families. GUVS also prov ided JD 

300.000 to charitable and volun- 
tary societies in the occupied 
West Bank to help alleviate the 
suffering of the Arabs living 
under Israeli rule. Dr. Khatib 
noted. 

During the ceremony, a num- 
ber of pioneers in voluntary work 
in Jordan were honoured with 
royal medals presented by Mr. 
Haj Hassan. They included. Mrs. 
Zuleikha Al Shaabi. Mrs. Samiha 
Al Majali. Mrs. Andaiih Al 
Amad, Mrs. Salua Shweihat. Mr. 
Abdullah Abul Aua. Mr. Harron 
Hijazi and Mr. Mohammad Al 
Rousan. Two of the honoured 
pioneers have passed away. 

The minister later presented 
the GUVS shield to representa- 
tives of 2b Jordanian organisa- 
tions that care for children and 
old people and provide other 
humanitarian services. 

Tie celebration was part of 
Jordan’s observance of Interna- 
tional Voluntary Day. The 
celebrations will last for five days, 
covering all govemorates. and 
will include seminars. - public 
awareness campaigns and other 
activities. 


Jordan Glass Industries Company makes 
remarkable recovery from near-collapse 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The ailing Jordan 
Glass Industries Company 
(JGIC), once on the verge of 
total collapse, is now approaching 
safe shores after narrowing 1987 
losses to one-third of last year's 
JD 1.5 million deficit. 

With the launching of the com- 
pany's long-awaited “tinted 
glass” into the local and Arab 
markets earlier last month, JGIC 
anticipates a minimum of JD 
800,000 in profits in 1988 — an 
amount equal to 10 per cent of 
the company's JD 8.1 million 
paid-up capital. 

The addition of tinted glass to 
the company's other line of pro- 
duction — dear, white glass — 
will sharply dram up profits, con- 
sidering that the production cost 
of tinted glass is only five per ceni 
more than that of the white glass, 
while the market price of the new 
product exceeds that of white 
glass by between 100 to 150 per 
cent in both the local and interna- 
tional markets. 

Prior to the unveiling of this 
new ty pe of glass on Nov. 15, “we 
were sitting on a pincushion. But 
since that date, our company has 
bypassed the most critical stages 
of its development," JGIC Chair- 
man of the Board and Director- 
General Farhi Obeid told a local 
press conference on Saturday. 

“The company could have 
avoided incurring so many losses 
over the past three years had it 
started the marketing of tinted 
glass earlier than now," Mr. 
Obeid said. “He has been hold- 
ing his position since May 1986, 
before which he was minister of 
transport. 

However, he maintained that 
the company needed time to 
overcome certain “technical diffi- 
culties” which developed in the 
company's three main production 
machines and affected the quality 
and clarity of glass produced. 

Available figures indicate that 
50 per cent of last year’s daily 
production of 50 tonnes was filled 
“with bubbles and impurities,” 
due to these technical problems. 
He said the company had over- 
come technical problems with 
two of these machines and the 
problems with the third were 
remarkably minimised. 

•The quality of our tinted glass 
meets the international standard, 
and our prices have been de- 
signed to allow us to compere in 


the international market." Mr. 
Obeid said. 

Local glass traders have hailed 
the quality of the company's 
tinted glass, saying it was of equal 
quality and standard to that 
which they had imported from 
international markets, in general, 
and from Belgium, in particular, 
Mr. Obeid added. 

He explained that each square 
metre of tinted glass, if imported 
to Jordan, would cost almost JD 
5. including shipping and customs 
charges. "We will be selling each 
square metre of tinted glass to the 
local retailers at JD 5," Mr. 
Obeid noted. 

In 1986, the government ban- 
ned imports of white glass as pan 
of a drive to protect local pro- 
duces. Now, tinted glass will en- 
joy the same protection. 

Strict measures to cut down on 
JGIC administrative expenses 
helped save up to JD 300.000 in 
1987, eventually reducing the cost 
of production per tonne to 
around JD 150 this year from the 
1986 cost of JD 192 per tonne. 
Next year’s production cost is 
anticipated at JD 120 per tonne. 

The company’s actual produc- 
tion starred in June 1984. ten 
years after it was set up on paper. 
The two kinds of glass are pro- 
duced under franchise and super- 
vision by the renowned Belgian 
company Glaverbe and its ex- 
perts, who work closely with a 
team of technical consultants 
from the Polish company 
Polemexecekop. 

According to Mr. Obeid. losses 
incurred by the Maan-based com- 
pany reached JD 500,000 in 1987, 
in contrast with JD 1.5 million in 
1986, thanks to a series of "au- 
sterity measures” and new man- 
agement and production policies 
which were executed throughout 
the past two years. 

The company's 1985 deficit 
stood at JD 2.5 million. 

Moreover, the company's 
turbulent financial and adminis- 
trative history dates back to 1984, 
when disagreements among the 
company's previous board of 
directors resulted in a deadlock 
which forced the Glaverbe to pull 
out from JGIC at the end of the 
experimental phase of produc- 
tion. Subsequently, the total pro- 
duction dropped down to 2.5 
from 70 tonnes per day. 

However, after the return of 
the Belgian company in 1986 and 
the assistance given by the Polish 
consultants, production increased 


to 19 tonnes, and later 50 tonnes, 
per day by the end of Iasi year. 
The 19Sti output neared t>0 tonnes 
per day. 

•Economic experts attribute the 
financial losses incurred by the 
company to the fact that the cost- 
of production is fixed according 
to the plant's production capacity 
of 75 tonnes; rather than to it's 
actual output. 

The company operates its plant 
round the clock on a three-shift 
basis, employing about 235 work- 
ers. out of which are 32 Arab and 
foreign experts. Ninety per cent 
of the total employees come from 
M3an Guxemoraie. 

JGIC’s machinery has been de- 
signed to work non-stop for 
seven years, starting from 1984 
and ending in 1991. % 

The main step taken to salvage 
the company’s financial situation 
was raising its capital from JD 5 
million to'JD 9 million in 19S6. 
The increase in capital was 
achieved by writing off JD 2.5 
million of its losses, capitalising 
JD 3.5 million of the government 
loans extended to the company 
and increasing the capital by JD 2 
million, which was provided by 
the Social Security Corporation, 
the Housing Bank, the Industrial 
Development Bank and other 
commercial bunks. In addition, 
the grace period for servicing the 
company’s debts was extended 
from four to eight years. The 
remainder of the government 
loans to the company were res- 
cheduled with an eight per cent 
interest rate. 

The company also negotiated a 
reduction of its financial commit- 
ments to five foreign companies, 
in order to facilitate payments of 
nearly JD 1.2 million.' 

Forty per cent of the com- 
pany's annual estimated gross 
production of 27.00U tonnes is 
marketed locally. It is expected 
that 2,500 tonnes of tinted glass 
will be absorbed by the local 
market during next year. 

Mr. Obeid said the company’s 
exports of white glass to Iraq, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and North 
Yemen this year reached 40 per 
cent. The company is carrying out 
negotiations to market the re- 
mainder of its production — 20 
per cent — in Tunisia, Kuwait 
and Sudan. 

Mr. Obeid expressed hope that 
the company’s 198S target of 
21,000 tonnes will all be sold to 
neighbouring Arab countries, in 
addition to the local market. 
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The superpower summit’s 
reach: How far? 

WORLD attention is rivetted on Washington, where Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev is set to meet with President Ronald Reagan 
tomorrow. The centrepiece of their summit agenda will be tbe formal 
signing of the intermediate range nuclear forces (INF) treaty, designed 
to eliminate a whole category ofland-based medium range and shorter 
range nuclear missiles from Europe. 

Politically, the INF treaty will remain a landmark in contemporary 
arms control-disarmament history. Both Mr. Reagan and Mr. 
Gorbachev, who appear to believe in a world free of nuclear weapons 
in order to ensure peace and security, must be duly credited with 
displaying unprecedented political will in achieving a breakthrough in 
reducing the number of nuclear weapons in Europe. In doing so, 
despite misgivings and scepticism voiced by hardliners, the two did 
carry along the support of their respective allies in forging ahead with 
the negotiations. The INF treaty would mean the removal and 
destruction of tbe 108 U.S.-deployed Pershing-II missiles now in West 
Germany and the 224 cruise missiles in West Germany, Britain, Italy 
and Belgium, as well as the 441 Soviet SS-20s targeted on Europe. 
China and Japan. 

Militarily, the INF treaty does not mean much. The Pershing-IIs, 
cruises and SS-20s are deadly, no doobt; but the deadliest missiles that 
threaten world security — numbering about 50,000 and with 
intercontinental range — exist in the superpower arsenals. Therefore, 
the INF treaty has not reduced the overkill capacity of the 
superpowers, nor has it effected any change in the doctrine of nuclear 
deterrence on which superpower relations have been based for so long. 
Mr. Reagan and Mr. Gorbachev have strongly hinted at reducing 
their strategic arsenals by a 50 per cent cut. As the INF is not the end 
of the road in arms control-disarmament negotiations, it is hoped that 
the summit would make real progress on the question of strategic arms 
reduction, as well as on other outstanding issues between the two 
countries. The Washington summit may spark evolution into a new 
era of superpower relations. There is need for perestroika (restructur- 
ing) of superpower relations — moving away from relations based on 
nudear deterrence — in order to achieve the objective of global peace 
and security. 

In addition to discussing superpower relations and the interests of 
their allies, the two leaders will also address important regional issues. 
There could be no doubt, as has often been stated by Mr. Reagan, that 
r * he will raise before Mr. Gorbachev thelquc-Jtions of human rights in 
the Soviet Union, the Soviet role in Nicaragua, its intervention in 
Afghanistan and its increasing influence in the Gulf. But, so far. Mr. 
Reagan has not said that he would confer with Mr. Gorbachev on the 
possibility of the resolution of the Middle East conflict through an 
international conference under the auspices of the United Nations. At 
the summit, not only Mr. Reagan has the right to pose questions, but 
an equal opportunity is there for Mr. Gorbachev, as well, to pose 
questions and elicit answers from Mr. Reagan. While the Soviet 
leader's views on the international conference and the resolution of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict are clearly known, it would be incumbent on him 
to persuade Mr. Reagan to see the conflict in its proper perspective 
and encourage him to accept the idea of an international conference. 

The world at large will be waiting to see what the two leaders will 
accomplish at the summit, not only in matters related to their own 
interests, but also their contribution towards solving regional prob- 
lems — on top of which come the festering Arab-Israeli conflict and 
the seven-year-old iran-Iraq war. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

AlRa'i: Two against 

THE United States and Israel have renewed their opposition to the 
idea of an international conference which was supported by the 
United Nations General Assembly. Countries of the European 
Community abstained from voting on the resolution for endorsing 
the conference idea except for Greece and Spain which supported it. 
The voting came as a challenge to the Arab will which emerged as a 
unified force at the Amman summit meeting. America’s continued 
opposition to the conference idea is an open challenge to the Arab 
will, and Israel’s continued intransigence means tha"t the apparent 
disagreements between Shamir and Peres on the idea of the 
conference are nothing but a tactical ploy to win time. What draws 
our attention is the stand of the European Community countries 
which abstained from voting on the General Assembly's resolution. 
The community’s stand emerged just a few days before the 
U.S. -Soviet summit meeting in \Vashington, and for us it seems to 
indicate to the Soviet Union that the Western alliance, grouping the 
U.S. and Europe precedes all other priorities for the Western 
countries and is more important than the Middle East conference. 
The Arab countries ought now to take a lesson from this develop- 
ment, and should be careful not to be carried away with empty hopes 
which they pin on the European nations. The Europeans have the 
right to reorganise their policies and their priorities in a manner that 
can best serve their national interests, but the Arabs also have the 
same right to do so and ought to reorganise their economic, trade and 
political priorities in a way that can serve their interests. Once the 
Arabs have shown the world that they adhere to their solidarity and 
that they cling hard to their interests in the same degree as the 
Europeans do. then other nations specially the Europeans would 
adopt more positive and realistic stands with regard to the Arab 
causes. 

Sawt A1 Shaab: Towards Arab integration 

THE Arab World suffers from economic and developmental prob- 
lems which include among other things luck of food security as 
witnessed in Sudan, and the ill-distrihution of Arab capital for 
investment. Any economic integration within the Arab World offers 
a golden opportunity for the Arab manpower to build the Arab 
World instead of building other countries. In the light of these 
problems facing the Arab World we can say that the joint 
Jordanian-Egvptian Higher Committee is helping to relieve the Arab 
World of some of its problems by seeking integration between two 
sister states. Egypt and Jordan. The committee's achievements so far 
should be considered an example for other Arab countries seeking 
integration and economic prosperity. Jordan and Egypt are in effect 
laving the cornerstone for a greater integration among Arab 
countries in all fields with the purpose of achieving further prosperity 
not onlv for the Jordanian and Egyptian peoples but also for the 
Arab Nation at large. We hope that the Jordanian-Egvptian 
evneriment will be repeated by other Arab countries leading to an all 
out integration within the large Arab World. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Jordan and the EEC -an unbalanced relationship 




The Jordan Times is pleased to resume the publication of Dr. 
Fahed Fanek’s weekly column after an absence of 15 weeks. Dr. 
Fanek's Economic Pulse will appear on Sundays as had been the 
case before — the Editor. 


four times that of the exports, one can easily conclude that the 
balance in absolute figures is tipped in favour of the EC at the 
unbelievable ratio of 40 to I. 


THE ECONOMIC cooperation and integration between Jordan 
and the European Community was tile subject of a two-day seminar 
held in Amman on Nov. 3b, and Dec. 1. 1987. A number of 


While Jordan complains that exports of commodities are slowing 
down due to lack of markets rather than lack of production, it is 


Jordanian officials, academicians, and businessmen took part in the 
proceedings together with trade experts from the European 


Community. 

One cannot but notice that the use of the terra “integration" in 
the title of the seminar was an overestimation of the scope and 
objective of the relationship. The relations between Jordan and the 
EC are far from integration and are neither the aim of Jordan nor 
that of the EC. 

Trade cooperation between Jordan and the EC is conspicuously 
one-sided and out of all proportions to be acceptable or sustainable. 
The huge imbalance in the exchange of commodities could not 
continue unless Jordan is ready to overlook its legitimate right to a 
just and balanced trade relationship. 


only strange that we go on for ever importing from Europe 40 times 
as much as Europe imports from us. Such a state of affairs could 
only be seen as giving up our rights and submitting to an unfair 
relationship. 

During the seminar. EC experts claimed and many Jordanian 
participants agreed, that the European market was extremely 
competitive, and that Jordanian exports to Europe do not only 
occur because a favourable trade agreement was concluded 
between Jordan and the community. Tile agreement is necessary, 
they say, but not sufficient. Jordanian exporters must see to it that 
markets are penetrated through effective marketing processes and 
tools, and that competitive products demanded by the community 
are produced and offered at the right time and place. 

We are the first to admit that marketing expertise in Jordan is 


phates. potash, and fertilisers, which Europe can import to reduce 
the gap and establish an equitable and more balanced relationship 
■that" takes Jordanian interests inro account. 

There are substantial deficiencies in our trade agreement with the 
EC. Plenty of non-tariff barriers do exist to protect the European 
markets and prevent Jordanian and other products from competing 
in EC markers. Fruits and vegetables are restricted to certain 
months of the year, stringenf quarantine conditions must be 
complied with, ceilings are imposed on many commodities, and 
flows on the percentage of domestic contents of the products must 
be achieved which are either too high or too difficult to prove. 

A frustrated Jordanian businessman told the seminar that the 
administrative and technical restrictions were too tough for the 
Jordanian producers and exporters to even consider selling in 
Europe. 

Perhaps it is time to reopen our files and revise and improve the 
trade agreement between Jordan and the EC with a view to remove 



or reduce barriers and restrictions inhibiting Jordanian exports and 
secure a minimum level of balanced flow of trade. Otherwise 


lacking, and that our procedures and institutions designated to 
rke 


Jordan imports some 31 per cent of its overall imports from the 

>f Jo 


EC. which in turn buys no more than 3 per cent of Jordan's total 
exports. Taking into account that the size of Jordan's imports is 


penetrate overseas markets are found to be wanting, but all these 
deficiencies do not explain the out-of-proportion deficit in tbe 
balance of trade with Europe especially when we take into account 
the Jordanian production surpluses in vegetables, fruits, phos- 


Jordan will sooner or later find no alternative except to shift its 
trade, at least in part, to other more responsive and sensitive trade 
partners such as the East European countries or the Third World. 
Europe could not for ever take the Jordanian market for granted 
and dump its surpluses without accommodating Jordanian" needs. 
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Talks open on food security 


(Continued from page 1) 
an internal dimension but more 
importantly of an external one. 

‘Indeed, food is successfully 
being used today as a weapon to 
achieve economic domination 
and political subservience of poor 
countries. In fact. Muslim coun- 
tries produce only half of their 
food requirements and unfortu- 
nately this percentage is decreas- 
ing. Thirty Muslim countries are 
net importers of food with an 
annual bill of around $25 billion. 
On the other hand, the food 
exports of 13 Muslim countries in 
1986 totalled only around S6 bil- 
lion. This puts our countries 
among the biggest recipients of 
food aid in the world. 

"On the global scene, the pre- 
vailing conditions are also equally 
alarming. According to estimates 
by UNICEF (1983)7 between 200 
and 800 million people, mostly 
children, are undernourished and 
13 million die of starvation 
annually. Although the present 
world potential of food produc- 
tion is sufficient to feed six billion 
people, better management of 
agriculture, food, and a balanced 
diet remain badlv needed. 


“Serious factors of adverse 
effects such as soil degradation, 
desertification and ovei use of 
ground water have to be moni- 
tored. In this regard, adoption of 
advanced technologies such as 
remote sensing, coupled with 
more accurate predictions of agri- 
cultural production are essential. 
The present rate of population 
growth has given rise to many 
fears, most important of which is 
whether there will be enough 
land for food and at a reasonable 
cost. The main concern is for 
cultivable land, much of which is 
being lost to desert, salination, 
erosion, and increasingly to waste 
pollution. 

"It is obvious that no single 
Muslim country can deal with this 
problem effectively without pool- 
ing together intellectual and 
physical resources of our 
Ummah. Needless to say. one 
should not underestimate the role 
of science and technology in this 
domain. Bio-technology, in- 
formation and communication 
technology for the dissemination 
of knowledge, energy, and water 
resource management are of vital 
importance. 


Experts work on 


(Continued from page 1). 


argued that this integration could 
be achieved through identifying 
areas of mutual interests and 
cooperation, increasing agricultu- 
ral trade among Islamic countries 
and focusing on import-substitute 
production "strategies. 

Speakers identified production 
and marketing problems of agri- 
cultural products, including in- 
sufficient funding — as in the case 
of poor Islamic states — inavaila- 
bility of markets, trade barriers, 
heavy defence expenditures in 
some states, and finally the lack 
of technological know-how. 

In this respect, participants 
emphasised the need for further 
cooperation among Islamic coun- 
tries in terms of exchange of 
expertise, increase of capital 
flow, and investments by richer 
governments in the poorer ones 
and establishing a basis for pnF 
ferential trade among QIC mem- 
bers. 


Aziz heads 
for talks 


(Continued from page 1) 


publicly. 

The secretary-general did not 
blame Iran by name. But his 
comments, coming immediately 
after his talks with Mr. Larijani", 
were clearly directed at Tehran. 

The Peruvian diplomat has 
been under pressure for nearly 
five months to get Iran and Iraq 
to carry out the U.N. Security 
Council's plan to end the war. 
Since beginning high-level talks 
with the two sides last summer he 
had refrained from characterising 
his mood. 

Asked how the talks were 
going, he said he was obliged to 
press ahead. 

“It is very difficult for me to 
feel frustrated because I have a 
mandate from the Security Coun- 
cil to continue," he said. 

The United States believes 
lime has run out and that the 
15-nation council should enforce 
its Resolution 598 by imposing a 
worldwide arms embargo against 
Iran. The Soviet Union says this 
would be premature. 

Deputy U.S. Ambassador Her- 
bert ukun and his Soviet counter- 
part Roland M. Timerbrayev 
asked for the information for use 
in next week's summit between 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
and Soviet leader Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev. The two leaders are sche- 
duled to discuss the U.N. effort 
to end the Iran-Iraq war on 
Wednesday. Mr. Perez de Cuel- 
lar said. 


declaration 

While some participants called 
on OlOmembers ro try to confine 
their imports to products from 
Islamic countries, others noted 
that such a stage was premature. 
The second group pointed out 
that there were some commod- 
ities that need to be imported 
from non-Islamic countries and 
argued that the most appropriate 
step was to define the items that 
should be exported from the tech- 
nologically advanced countries, 
in the light of need of an econo- 
mic integration programme 
among the Muslim states. 

Some participants also warned 
against continued dumping of 
agricultural products by the 
countries of the north in develop- 
ing countries. 

~A speaker said that in some 
cases (Uganda for instance), Isla- 
mic governments lack the means 
of detecting radiated or polluted 
processed food coming from out- 
side. 

Some participants told the Jor- 
dan Times that they hoped that 
the Islamic leaders would show 
practical commitment to the steps 
outlined by the proposed “dec- 
laration of action." 


Iran, Israel and the illusion of hegemony 

By Salameh B. Ne’matt 


AMMAN — “The Iranians will 
attack an American target, 
maybe next year, during the u.S. 
presidential elections, former 
U.S. diplomat James Akins 
asserted during a lecture on the 
Gulf war delivered at the World 
Affairs Council. 

“They know the Americans 
will react," he said, basing his 
analysis on well-placed sources 
and his intimate knowledge of the 
region. The Iranian move, he 
added, is well calculated to coin- 
cide with the build up for U.S. 
presidential elections to produce 
the desired effect. 

Mr. Akins said the Iranians 
rightly estimate there would be a 
huge campaign in the U.S. 
against American involvement in 
the Gulf, with election year press- 
ure on President Reagan who 
needs to work for a Republican 
victory, thus turning the con- 
frontation into an Iranian politic- 
al victory. 

“The sequence of events is not 
irrational. Mr. Akins told an 
audience of Jordanian diplomats 
and intellectuals at the World 
Affairs Council on Wednesday. 
He said belief in the Arab World 
.that it w.as possible to convince 
Khomeini to end the war, w;as 
false. “I disagree." 

“The only way to end the war is 
by depriving Iran the money it 
needs to buy weapons and con- 
tinue the war.” he said, pointing 
specifically that “the destruction 
of Kharg oil terminals would dep- 
rive the Iranians of bullets and 
food." 

“I would say. give the Jraqis 
the missiles to destroy Kharg... 
utterly,” he said. On prospects of 
the U.S. providing Iraq with the 
weapons needed for such a mis- 
sion. Mr. Akins said arms to Iraq 
would be defeated in Congress, 
hinting that such weapons would 
have to come from somewhere 
else. 


ate for the job. 

He said an arms embargo 


against Iran would not be effec- 
tive. 


“Arab states should get 
' together to blockade the Straits 
of Hormuz," he suggested. "Not 
a single drop of Iranian oil to get 


through." But. he wondered, 
“are they willing to do it?" 


Speaking to the Jordan Times 
allowing nis 


following his lecture, Mr. Akins 
said he was not positive the Iraqis 
do not have the necessary 
weapons to neutralise Kharg oil 
terminals. “Why aren't they 
doing it if they have them?" he 
asked, pointing out that heavy 
bombs were needed for such a 
mission and that the French- 
manufactured Exocet missiles, 
which Iraq has. were not ade^u- 


He said both the American 
administration and the Soviet 
leadership were “afraid to do 
much against Iran.” He said such 
an attitude has so far undermined 
a possible joint effort for a block- 
ade of Iranian oil exports towards 
ending the Gulf war. 

Quoting informed sources, he 
said the" Iranian regime was 
already facing several internal 
problems, including protest de- 
monstrations in Iran. He said a 
recent call for 150,000 volunteers 
■for the warfront produced only 
5,000 Iranians. 

On the Arab-Israeli front, the 
former diplomat said “Israeli 
leaders believe that if Baghdad 
falls, panic will hit all Arab coun- 
tries who, terrified, would make 
peace with Israel on Israeli 
irterms.” • ■ 

He said : »oie-Israeli leaders 
n Pelieve"tfiat r> po the- long, run, 
“they will reestablish the jeru- 
salem-Tehran axis, divide the 
Arab-World, and rule it for a 
millenium." These Israelis, he 
said, calculate that after an Iraqi 
defeat, only three countries 
would remain in the Middle East 
— Israel, Turkey and Iran. 

Mr. Akins said “it would be 
interesting" to see what the 
Israelis are going to do about the 
Pakistani atomic bomb. He said 
Pakistan “has almost certainly 
exploded a nuclear device." 

On Israeli hopes to divide Arab 
srates. he said that prospects were 
beyond Israeli capability. He said 
that Riyadh, Amman and 
Damascus, “already accused of 
being Western puppets will not 
go to Israel and the U.S. for 
help." 

In his lecture, the former diplo- 
mat said the Israeli role in the 
Irangate arms scandal and Tel 
Aviv’s continued sales of arms to 
Iran in violation of U.S. laws 
were systematically suppressed or 
played down by the American 


bia said there had been "a re- 
markable shift in U.S. public 
opinion regarding the Arab-Israeli 
conflict." but that the shift did 
not reflect in a change in the U.S. 
administration’s and Congress's 
traditionally pro-Israeli stands in 
the region. He described U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan and his 
Secretary' of State George Shultz 
as “the most pro-Israeli leaders in 
American history." 

Describing himself as an “en- 
dangered species” for his ba- 
lanced perception of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and on how U.S. 
policy in the region should be 
formulated. Mr. "Akins said the 
shift that occurred in the past few 
veais accelerated during the 1982 
"Israeli invasion of Lebanon. He 
said the majority of Americans 
now sympathise with the Arabs 
for the first time. There also has 
been a change in the stands of the 
American "Jewish community 
which used to back "anything 
that Israel does." 

Demonstrating the Israeli poli- 
tical power exercised on Capitol 
Hill, Mr. Akins said the U.S. 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee's October report on the 
Gulf war described the purpose 
of the American naval presence 
in the region as io escort U.S. 
flagged ships. He said the reasons 
offered were “dangerously nebu- 
lous.” but that the American 
media did not give the full truth 
to the American public. 

“Our press is not so free when 
it comes to the Middle East.” 
Mr. Akins told the audience. “There 
was no mention of the Israeli role 
in supplying American arms 
to Iran." He described the Senate 
report as a white wash. 

Mr. Akins said the Israelis con- 
tinued to provide weapons to Iran 
while Iranian revolutionary 
guards were keeping Americans 


hostage in their Tehran embassy. 
He said reelection concerns did 
not allow former President Jim- 
my Carter to take a tough stand 
against Israel. 

Israeli shipments of arms to 
Iran since 1979 is estimated to 
have reached between SI and 
SI. 5 billion. Israel received re- 
placements for these arms from 
the United States. 


The defeat of Illinois senator 
Charles Percy was traumatic for 
senators. Mr. Akins said. “Zion- 
ists went all out to defeat Percy." 
He said Zionist lobbvist Michael 


Golan of Los Angeles pur SI. 5 
defe 


million into Illinois to defeat Per- 
cy because of his views on the 
Middle East. 

As a result of such a strong 
Zionist influence, Mr. Akins 
said, "congressmen and senators 
will raise questions that would 
impeach the president but not 
any question that would upset 
Israel." 

At one point. U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz said: “We 
were snookered into this (Iran- 
gate) by Israel." 


Discussing the role played by 
the American media. Mr.’ Akins 
.said the media treatment of the 
Amman summit rold the Amer- 
ican public that Arabs had lost 
interest in the Palestinians. He 
said reporters like Thomas Fried- 
man of The New York Times 
concluded in his analysis of the 
summit outcome that no discus- 
sion of Palestinians took place 
and that Arabs were “sick of the 
Palestinians." 

The former ambassador attack- 
ed the long-standing U.S. policy 
of attempting to make Israel 
flexible by making it stronger. 

“We have turned out to be 
wrong. Not just wrong, but 180 
degrees wrong." 


government and Congress. The 
i Sai 


former ambassador to Saudi Ara- 


Egypt urges Mideast solutions 


(Continued from page 1) 
agreement by the two superpow- 
ers to convene a conference 
would be a positive preparatory 
move." 

Dr. Baz said Afghanistan also 
is “a pressing issue." 

“We want to see the civil war in 
Afghanistan ended and the Soviet 
military presence there termin- 
ated," he said. “We want to see 


the establishment there of a gov- 
ernment acceptable to all the 
parries, a government that would 


guarantee the legitimate rights of 
foi 


all and provide stability for the 
Afghan people.” 

In Lebanon, he said the super- 
powers should help end the 12- 
year-old civil war. safeguard the 
country's territorial integrity and 
eliminate “foreign interference." 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

is! Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahiiwsh Gins School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:1)0-3:3(1 
p.m. 

0: 30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pel is available 

Take away available 

Open dailv 12:00- 13-30 
18.-00-23:30 


Wadi Sapra Road • near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. ' Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 


' CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yanmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p. m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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The Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Businessmen 


IhYIEOTEL ||-£4<|I|IS 


Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL - Fax 602434 
Shmeisani - Amman 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 


HOTEL ★ APARTOTEL ★ 
RESTAURANT 
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Dr. Ahmad Abbadi and Iraqi actress Me'ad Awad review the script 
before the shooting of a scene from the new TV series: Stories from the 
Bedouins. 

New TV series 
features bedouins’ 
judicial system 


By Sana Atiyeb 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — A television drama 
^series on the bedouin judicial 
system has been filmed in the 
jar desert — 50 kilometres 
Amman — for the first 
ime in the Arab World. 

Entitled “Stories from the Be- 
joinns," this TV series is unlike 
ihe large number of other be- 
jonin “soap operas” that have 

- Ken made in Jordan. 

■ According to the writer of the 

- series, Ahmed Oweidi A I Abba- 
ji, a Pb.D. in Jordanian Social 

' Anthropology Affairs from Cam- 
bridge university in England, the 
bedouin shows that are" televised 
are “not really bedouin series. 
They do not follow the specific 
qualifications and characteristics 
of the bedouin way of life.” 

Dr. Abbadi told* the Jordan 
Times that bedouin TV shows 
should conform with bedouin 
mentality and history. “The cus- 
toms and lores concerning be- 
douin speech and behaviour dur- 
ing the filming should be noted. 
For example, bedouins serve the 
;offee differently from what is 
normally shown on TV. There 
are specific ways to bold the cups 
and pot, the server’s position, the 
potion of the hand, and so on,” 
Or. Abbadi explained. 

He went on to say that the 
ypical bedouin TV series do not 
jortray well the bedouin's dia- 
logue. accent, costumes, acces- 
ories, furniture, or the atmos- 
ibere as a whole. “For example, 
nany of these shows have the 
Matters without their head- 
Iresses. Bedouin men and 


always 
I: otht 


leads covered: otherwise, it is 
xmsidered shameful," Dr. Abba- 
ii said. 

He added that bedouin series 
nust be written by experts in the 
-field, not only for the bedouin 


audience, but also for “the in- 
terests of the media and non- 
bedouin viewers.” 

Dr. Abbadi, himself a Jorda- 
nian bedouin, considers himself 
an expert in bedouin customs and 
traditions. His Ph.D. covered the 
judicial process among the Jorda- 
nian tribes. He is the author of 17 
books on Jordan, including one in 
English, entitled “Bedouin Jus- 
tice in Jordan.” He has also 
translated seven books on Jordan 
from English to Arabic. 

"Stories from the Bedouins, 
whose filming ended recently, is 
what Dr. Ab&adi called a “trans- 
lation of my thesis.” Each of the 
13 episodes is independent, with 
a different story and issue. Each 
episode is a dramatised dispute, 
and the tribal judge solves the 
problem according to bedouin 
justice. 

Supervising the dialogue, ac- 
cent and costumes during the 
filming. Dr. Abbadi said" that 
“Stories from the Bedouins” has 
already been marketed in most 
Arab countries. 

The series is directed by 
Mohammad Barmawi, also a be- 
douin. It features a new Iraqi 
actress, and the rest of the actors 
and actresses are Jordanian be- 
douins. 

This is not the first or last TV 
series that Dr. Abbadi has writ- 
ten. The first televised bedouin 
series in 1975, “Wadha and Ibn 
AjJan, ” was written by him, and 
it was televised all over the Arab 
World except Egypt. He has also 
written “Desert Hawks.” 

Dr. Abbadi is also preparing 
for two bedouin series, “Talks," 
scheduled for filming in the 
beginning of the new year. 
Another project is "tour of Jor- 
dan.” which will be a joint Jorda- 
nian-West German production, 
and is to be translated into En- 
glish, French and Italian. 


Henry Ford Museum 
offers view of ‘car kingdom’ 


By Richard Walker 

Rearer 

DEARBORN, Michigan — In 
• he region that can justly be 

- ailed the “kingdom of the car,” 

Henry Ford Museum had 
mveiled an exhibition depicting 
he enormous changes wrought 
y the automobile on 20th-cen- 
ury living. 

Costing $6 million, the show is 
he first major departure from the 
ray the Ford Museum has pre- 
ented itself since it was founded 
•y the eccentric auto pioneering 
enius nearly six decades ago. 
fore than one million people 
isit each year. 

^ “Our display here hasn’t 
hanged much since Henry Ford 
—Employed the used car lot 
pproach — putting a lot of arte- 
acts out on the floor with a sign 
u them,” says Harold Skram- 
president of the museum 
nd adjacent Greenfield Village. 
The Ford Museum is best 
-^S-aown for its attachment to 
£ .Tireenfield Village, the first U.S. 
Vteme park with American his- 
J>ory as its focus. The aim was to 
elebrate great inventors and a 
ision of America's pre-industrial 
oots — as seen through the eyes 
’f the original Henry Ford. 

But the new automobile exhibit 
7“- f more than a mere celebration 
[ ' ft the people and events that 
V^Mde Detroit the "motor city". 

The museum integrates vintage 
i^ars with the cultural icons and 
... istitulions that permanently 

- ". hanged America from a mostly 
■>’Qral nation of limited personal 

pbility in the 19th century to 
t.it has become today — a 
intry dependent on the auto- 

gftile. 

’ i Slhe Ford Museum also took an 
■ Qubenical approach by securing 
.■■A ^operation from major worl- 
t'- [wide auto companies like 
toyota, Honda, Daimler-Benz, 
Volkswagen and Mazda in addi- 
fon'to the Detroit-based com- 
panies. 

I Designed for permanent dis- 
flay; the 5,400 square metre ex- 
ibition incorporates the Ford 
Museum’s renowned collection of 
Jlassic cars with an incredible 


array of “objects” which sprang 
forth from the invention and rise 
of the automobile. 

The display focuses on such 
themes as the move of business to 
the roadside, the way the car 
developed into a vehicle for own- 
ers’ self-expression, the use of 
camping vehicles and sports cars 
and advertising and promotion. 

Largely taken for granted by 
more than 150 million U.S. 
motorists, visitors to the museum 
are treated to reconstructed or 
original versions of the old-time 
roadside or drive-in restaurant, 
the motel, the tourist cabin, the 
drive-in movie theatre, the ser- 
vice station and the advertise- 
ment hoarding. 

Among the displays is a Texaco 
service station from the 1940s 
that was brought from New Eng- 
land in the northeast of the Un- 
ited States and rebuilt with a 1939 
Dodge Airflow tank truck parked 
at its petrol pumps. 

It also includes an original 
neon-lit McDonald’s single “Gol- 
den Arch" from 1960 advertising 
15-cent hamburgers, and other 
old fashioned roadside advertise- 
ments. 

“Lamy’s Diner," which was 
opened for business by Govis 
Lamy in 1946, was moved from 
Massachusetts to Michigan and 
restored with a jukebox playing 
1940s hits to help recreate the 
atmosphere from the American 
car boom after World War II. 

Then there are the cars them- 
selves, which have been grouped 
to show evolution of body styles 
from the horseless carriage days 
to John Kennedy's “bubbletop 
presidential limousine to the era 
of futuristic design when care 
look like something out of a Buck 
Rogers cartoon strip. 

Honda of Japan donated the 
first Accord built at its plant in 
Ohio, which fits in with the theme 
of the recent globalisation of the 
auto industry. 

The exhibit also indudes an 
1896 Duryea — the first produc- 
tion car built in the United States 
which Skramstad says is the 
museum’s most valuable single 

asset. 


By John Noble Wilford 

PALEONTOLOGISTS ponder 
their fossils, archaeologists turn 
over ancient stones, and now 
scholars of linguistics are joining 
the search for human origins with 
a systematic analysis of the roots 
of the world’s known languages. 
They are seeking ultimately to 
reconstruct the primordial lan- 
guage, the mother tongue of all 
humans. 

No one expects to find a Roset- 
ta stone for the earliest ancestral 
language — the written word 
goes back only 6,000 years.. Ypt 
humans may have developed 
rudimentary spoken language at 
least 50.000 years ago although 
from the evidence of fossil jaws, 
they probably could not have 
made the sound of any vowels 
other than a long “a.” 

And nor do they expect to 
learn that 30,000 years ago Cro- 
Magnon artists discussed their 
cave paintings in words bearing 
any resemblance to modem lan- 
guages. Over time, even a single 
millennium, languages change 
beyond easy recognition; the old 
English of Beowulf in the eighth 
century is practically unintelligi- 
ble. and 14th-century Chaucer is 
no snap. 

However, a few linguistic ex- 
perts firmly believe that, by ana- 
lysing the evolution and approxi- 
mate sound and meaning of cer- 
tain words, they have recon- 
structed the basic vocabulary of a 
remote ancestral language that 
modem man has never heard nor 
seen. They call it Nosiratic, from 
the Latin nosier, meaning "our." 
Nostratic was spoken in the Mid- 
dle East between 12,000 and 
20,000 years ago, the researchers 
say, and from it evolved all the 
European languages as well as 
many African and Asian lan- 
guages. 

Other linguists, employing the 
same meticulous analytical tech- 
niques, report that they have 
reconstructed the root languages 
of the first settlers of the Amer- 
icas, the ancestors of the Eskimos 
and Indians. The knowledge 
could point to the origin in Asia 
of the first Americans and their 
migration patterns. 

Emboldened by these reported 
successes, Vitaly V. Shevorosb- 
kin, a linguist at the University of 
Michigan, is striving to determine 
some of the words of an evdn 
earlier protolanguage, the com- 
mon root of Nostratic and other 
seemingly unrelated linguistic 


Roots and branches of world’s languages 


branches on the family tree of 
prehistoric language. He believes 
this ancestral language, spoken 
25,000 years ago, could eventual- 
ly lead him to discover some of 
the elements of the possible pri- 
mordial language. 

“Ultimately, all languages, 
with perhaps some little excep- 
tions, are related,” Dr. Shevor- 
oshkin said. 

The sdarch for such rela- 
tionships is potentially valuable 
to the study of human origins by 
anthropologists, paleontologists 
and archaeologists. Finding ling- 
uistic similarities back though 
time could buttress other re- 
search on the human migrations 
from Africa to the Middle East 
and then throughout the world. 
Ancestral vocabularies could pro- 
vide clues to the tools early peo- 
ple used, the animals' they 
domesticated and their means of 
survival. 

Winfred P. Lehmann, a retired 
professor of linguistics and Ger- 
manic languages at the University 
of Texas at Austin, said: “We can 
learn more about prehistory 
through language, possibly where 
civilization actually developed. 
Words give us a notion of what 
people were talking about, and 
thus something about their cul- 
ture.” 

Like many linguistic scholars, 
Dr. Lehmann is sceptical of some 
of the conclusions reached by the 
“Nostratic School, ” as the seek- 
ers of the earliest protolanguages 
are called. This research was 
pioneered in the 1960s in the 
Soviet Union, where most of the 
work is still done. Dr. Shevorosh- 
kin, the leading exponent in this 
country, emigrated to the United 
States 13 years ago. 

The Nostratic scholars are 
“very ingenious and very cap- 
able," Dr. Lehmann said.’ “You 
have to respect the idea that all 
the languages were related 25,000 
years ago. But the grounds for 
their conclusions are not always 
convincing. If you go back a few 
thousand years, comparing words 
and languages, pretty soon you 
have so few related words left 
that you have nothing to com- 
pare." 

For this reason, linguists have 
generally despaired of ever trac- 
ing the lineage of languages back 
beyond about 5,000 B.C., and are 
dubious of the new attempts to do 
so. 

Relationships of modem lan- 
guages are usually apparent. 
Similarities among Italian. Span- 


K-Jl 




sf * 

tf. -* 


,‘li ■ r 4!‘i 




miarrH 
(marry a 
man) 

B V... Altaic 


majr 


e -mjr,mr 
(man) .. 
Asiatic 






% 




.... 

(sw* ■ 

XW&Mgr- mate) r 

1 '«ii ;• v r ■ ■ 

JV.t ;! ■ 


mer-to 
(young man) 

^Indo-European 1 

k/ii.- 'i. -A 


marry 

;v- English ■ 


lt 








* 7T- u v 


All languages may have branched from ancestral tongues called 
protolanguages; some scientists belaove these may in turn have evolved 
from one "‘mother tongue.” 


ish, Portuguese, French and 
Rumanian betray their Latin ori- 
gin. English is a member of the 
Germanic family, and even the 
timing and circumstance of its 
origin are well documented; 
Anglo-Saxons speaking an Old 
German invaded the British Isles 
in the fifth century and, living in 
isolation, evolved their separate 
but related language. 

Scholars in the 19th century 
made the first leap back in 
hypothetical ancestral languages. 
By comparing archaic words of 
modem languages and analysing 
internal vowel changes and com- 
mon word endings, they estab- 
lished the probable common root 
of Latin, Greek, Sanskrit, Ger- 
manic, Celtic, Balto-Slavic and 
Indo-Iranian. Called Indo-Euro- 
pean, its daughter languages con- 
stitute today’s most widely 
spoken linguistic family. 

For a few- thousand years after 
5000 B.C., Indo-European was 
probably spoken in parts of the 
Middle East and around the Cas- 
pian and Black seas. Sanskrit 
evolved from it about 1500 B.C. 


or earlier; Greek, about 1450 
B.C. Contemporary with Indo- 
European, it was later deter- 
mined. were nine other root pro- 
tolanguages. including Afro- 
Asiatic (the source of Arabic and 
Hebrew, among others), Uralic 
(Finnish and Hungarian) and 
Altaic (Mongolian. Japanese and 
Korean). 

Whether it can be proved that 
Indo-European and these other 
protolanguages were related, 
through 3 common tongue back 
in time, is a matter of dispute 
among linguists, except for disci- 
ples of the Nostratic School. 

In 1963, two Soviet linguists. 
Vladislav M. Illich-Svitych and 
Aaron Dolgopolskv. indepen- 
dently arrived at some words that 
they said were probably in the 
vocabulary of the common ances- 
tral language about 12,00*3 years 
ago. The Nostratic dictionary has 
now been expanded to more than 
500 words. 

Dr. Shevoroshkin, who was a 
colleague of Dr. Dolgopolsky be- 
fore they left the Soviet Union, 
said the reconstruction of such an 
ancestral language began by 
trying to find in each descendant 
language words and phonetic pat- 
terns that were the most archaic, 
and hence probably from an ear- 
lier language. An important step, 
in this analysis was determining 
the most stable words through 
time, which Dr. Dolgopolsky did 
after examining 140 languages of 
Europe and Asia. 

These words represent mean- 
ings that are seldom or never 


replaced by other words with the 
same meaning in any given lan- 
guage. They were mostly nouns, 
including words for many body 
pans. 

The stablest 15 meanings, 
according to their list, were words 
for the following objects or con- 
cepts: I-me; two-pair; thou-thee- 
vou; who-what; tongue; name; 
eye; heart; tooth; no-not; finger- 
nail-toenail; louse; tear (as" in 
weeping): water, and dead. 

By studying words with these 
meanings in many languages, and 
then expanding the list, the scho- 
lars began to see similarities in 
the use of vowels and consonants 
and general patterns for shifts in 
the typical sounds that make up 
words. 

In this way, Soviet scholars 
established that Nostratic for “I" 
was “mi.” and for “me" was 
"mi-nV" — the upper-case V 
denoting a vowel whose sound is 
undetermined. In Indo-Euro- 
pean, it was "me” and "mene,” 
3nd similar words have survived 
in modem languages. 

The Nostratic "kuni,” for wife 
or woman, becomes in Altaic 
“kuni," in Afro-Asiatic "KwVn" 
(the upper-case K symbolises a 
glottal sound) and in Indo-Euro- 
pean "gwen." The Indo-Euro- 
pean word survived into Middle 
English and is the root of the 
English “queen." 

Dr. Shevoroshkin complains 
that out of ignorance and skeptic- 
ism scholars in the United States 
are discouraged from pursuing 
Nosiratic techniques for recon- 


structing protolanguages. His ap- 
plications for research grants 
have been repeatedly rejected. 
When he taught at Yaie Universi- 
ty. before joining the Michigan 
faculty, he said he was told “not 
to discuss Nostratic theory in my 
classes.” 

Soviet linguists continue the 
research, however, and have re- 
constructed another protolan- 
guage that was probahlv contem- 
porary to Nostratic: Dene-Cauca- 
sian. the mother tongue of 
Chinese, among other Asian lan- 
guages. One of its offshoots is 
believed to be the Na-Dene fami- 
ly of languages, whose speakers 
were among the first migrants to 
America. 

Joseph Greenberg, a retired 
professor of linguistics at Stan- 
ford University, has applied simi- 
lar analytical techniques to try to 
demonstrate that ail the lan- 
guages of the native Americans 
stemmed from three protolan- 
guages. Besides Na-Dene. he 
says, there was Eskimo-Aleut, 
which derived from Nostratic and 
is therefore closer to the tongue 
of America's eventual con- 
querors, and an independent 
grouping that Greenberg calls 
Amerind. 

According to Dr. Greenberg 
and his colleague. Merritt 
Ruhlen, the fact that the Amer- 
ind family of languages is more 
widely scattered "in both North 
and South America indicates that 
these were probably the first mig- " 
rants to the New World. 

In a recent article in Natural 
History magazine. Dr. Ruhlen, 
the author of “A Guide to the 
World’s Languages,” wrote; 
“There is strong evidence for 
three migrations in that each of 
the three New World families 
appears to be more closely re- 
lated to language families in the 
Old World than to either of the 
other two New World families." 

Visitors to Dr. Shevoroshkin's 
office in Ann .Arbor, Michigan, 
are handed a poem written in 
Nostratic that conveys the sense 
of promise felt by those who 
search for protolanguages, as 
well as recognition of the con- 
troversy surrounding their 
efforts. Roughly translated, the 
poem reads: 

Language — ford through river 
of time. 

It leads us to the dwelling of 
dead. 

But those cannot arrive there. 

Who are afraid of deep water 
— ■ The New York Times. 


University professor warns of looming ecological disaster 


By Jeremy Lovell 

Rcuier 

ROTTERDAM — One-third of 
the world’s plant and animal spe- 
cies is in imminent danger of 
extinction unless action is taken 
now, according to Norman 
Myers, visiting professor at' 
Utrecht University m The Nether- 


lands. 

“The world is losing roughly 
three animal and insect species a 
day and one plant species a week, 
but evolution is likely to give 
back only about one plant and 
animal species a year," he told 
Reuters. 

Myers, 53, has just been instal- 
led as the first visiting professor 


of international nature conserva- 
tion at the university. The new 
chair is funded by the Prince 
Bernhard Birthday Association, a 
charitable trust founded by the 
husband of former Queen 
Juliana. 

“We are into the opening 
phase of a period of mass extinc- 
tion of species as habitats are 


destroyed and pesticide use 
booms throughout the world." 
Myers said. 

Myers said he had arrived at his 
estimate of the scale of the threat 
to plant and animal species, and 
the rate of loss, by extrapolating 
from reports of disappearances of 
species all over the world. 

He added that roughly half of 


his estimated daily loss of animal 
species was insects. 

He said the worst of the prob- 
lem was in the poorer tropical 
and sub-tropical developing 
coumtries, but the richer de- 
veloped countries were actively 
contributing to mass destruction. 

"In Brazil whole tracts of irre- 
placeable tropical rain forest are 


being tom down every day to 
make way for cattle ranches to 
supply cheap beef for hambur- 
gers," Mvers added. 

“In Thailand, too, demand 
from the European Community 
for manioc (a tuber crop) for 
cheap cattle feed is encouraging 
local farmers to rip out natural 
flora and fauna habitats.” 


Third World disease thrives 
alongside heart transplant hospital 


By Ruth Pitchford 

Rearer 

CAPE TOWN — Just kilometres 
from the South African hospital 
which pioneered heart trans- 
plants. doctors are fighting to 
stop black babies dying from gas- 
troenteritis and adults from 
tuberculosis. 

‘We have an epidemic of 
tuberculosis (TB) in the Western 
Cape (province),” said Doctor 
Margaret Hoffman, of the medic- 
al school at Groote Schuur. “Un- 
til we've conquered that we 
shouldn’t even be thinking about 
heart transplants.” 

The name of Groote Schuur, 
the teaching hospital of Cape 
Town University, became 
synonymous with the ultimate in 
first world health care when 
surgeon Christiaan Barnard made 
medical history there in 1967 by 
performing the first human heart 
transplant. 

But South Africa's townships 
and shanty towns, including Cape 
Town's, remain plagued by Third 
World diseases. 

One black baby in 10 survives 
less than 12 months, medical re- 
searchers estimate. The killer is 
usually gasrro-enteritis or 
measles, assisted by dirty drink- 
ing water, lack of food and over- 
crowding. 

Among adults, TB is spread- 
ing. Some 60,000 new cases are 
reported a year and doctors fear 
many more go unnotified. 

Gastro-enteritis can be treated 
with a simple salt and sugar solu- 
tion to help babies retain water. 
It costs a few cents to immunise a 
child against measles. TB takes 
longer to treat but the drugs cost 
just 150 rand ($75) per patient. 

The heart transplants still car- 
ried out at Groote Schuur are 


paid for by private medical insur- 
ance schemes, to which most 
white South Africans subscribe, 
and from state funds spent on 
some of the world's finest hos- 
pitals. 

The government also funds 
free treatment of TB and other 
infectious diseases and subsidises 
some township clinics. 

But Jadt Klopper, professor of 
community health at the Cape 
Town Medical School, believes 
South Africa needs a national 
health service operating through 
a network of clinics offering basic 
advice and treatment, not high 
technology surgery. 

He knows his argument is hard 
to put over to the public. “Heart 
transplants are dramatic and 
attract money and attention," he 
told Reuters. ‘Tuberculosis is the 
disease of the masses. Treating it 
is not glamorous." 

Like many doctors, Klopper is 
critical of the fragmentation of 
health care under apartheid race 
segregation. 

The 10 homelands set aside for 
blacks each have their own health 
ministry. So do South Africa’s 
white, mixed-race, coloured and 
Indian people. The 14th, a minis- 
try of national health, master- 
minds policy and black health 
care outside the homelands. 

George Watermeyer, the 
national health department's de- 
puty director, told Reuters: "I 
think everyone would support the 
need for increased concern re- 
garding primary health care... 
There needs to be far greater 
emphasis on this." 

However, he added: "The 
state's responsibility is to provde 
a total health care service to the 
total population of South Africa. 
Primary care, yes, but also secon- 
day and tertiary hospitalisation." 


Some 600 health workers in the 
National Medical and Dental 
Association take an explicit stand 
against apartheid, blaming it for 
the stark Third and First World 
divide. 

Its chairman, surgeon Diliza 
Mji, told Reuters: “The majority 
of South Africans suffer from 
diseases that are totally prevent- 
able.” He urges better sanitation, 
housing ana education, “basic 
human rights which are denied to 
the majority.” 

Watermeyer said: “We abso- 
lutely agree that the (public 
health) infrastructure in South 
Africa. like that in other Third 
World countries, will have to 
improve. This is, in fact, occur- 
ring.” 

Under apartheid over three 
million black people have been 
removed to the homelands, 
where disease flourishes in reset- 
tlement camps and where resear- 
chers estimate up to 70 per cent 
of children suffer stunted growth 
through malnutrition. 

The official black infant mor- 
tality rate, 80 babies in every 
l.OtiO, compares well with black- 
ruled African countries, if not 
with the official figure for whites. 
13. 

But researchers estimate that 
in the nominally independent 
homeland of Transkei, excluded 
from the official statistics, some 
190 babies in every 1,000 die 
within a year of birth. 

Black patients who make the 
journey to the cities do get heavi- 
ly subsidised treatment at pre- 
stige hospitals like Baragwanath, 
serving Johannesburg^ black 
Soweto city. 

Its surgeons have just launched 
a highly sophisticated operation 
to separate Siamese twins, helped 
by foreign funds. 
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Kenya takes Africa Cup ending 
■year dominance by the north 


p fK 



The winners receive Nelson Mandela Cup from President Daniel Arap Moi 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Kenya’s Gor Mahia on 
Saturday ended a 12-year dominance by north and 
west African teams in the Africa Cup Winners’ Cup 
soccer tournament when it took the championship 
with a 1-1 tie against Esperance of Tunisia. 

The teams had tied, 2-2, two 


weeks ago in Tunis. But since 
away goals count double in the 
cae of a tie, Kenya wound up with 
a 5-4 advantage. 

“It was a bit dirty, a difficult 
game as finals usually are.” said 
Gor's Danish coach Jack John- 
son. “All the same, the result is 
satisfying for the hard work the 
boys have put in." 

JEsperance's coach, Anton 
Piekniczek of Poland, refused to 
talk with reporters, immediately 
after the match. But the team 
physician, Ghali Jellal, com- 


plained of rough play by the 
Kenyans and of poor officiating 
by international referee Alex 
Hioba of Cameroun. 

An overflow crowd in the 
60,000-seat stadium at the Moi 
International Sports Complex 
went wild with jubilation as Ke- 
nyan President Daniel Arap Moi 
presented Gor Captain Austin 
Oduor the tournament trophy, 
the Nelson Mandela Cup. The 
trophy was renamed this year to 
honour the jailed South African 
nationalist. 

Gor Mahia is the first Easrt 


African team to win the Africa 
Cup Winners’ Cup Cham- 
pionship. one of Africa's most 
prestigious soccer titles. 

The continent-wide competi- 
tion began in 1975. 

Saturday's penalty-filled match 
was rough and tumble from the 
start. 

Esperance left fullback Dan 
Majid was sent off early in the 
match after he hit Gor Mahia's 
Anthony Ndolo. the Tunisians 
second offence of the match. Two 
Tunisian players and two Ke- 
nyans were shown yellow cards. 

Gor Mahia centre-forward Pe- 
ter Dawo, one of the players 
drawing a yellow card, stormed 
back immediately after the warn- 
ing to score the game's first goal. 
It came on a header in the 21st 
minute after a comer kick by Gor 


midfielder George Oyango. 

Kenya’s defence controlled the 
game for the rest of the first half 
and halfway into the ^second 45 
minutes. 


Esperance’s defence also stif- 
fened as goalkeeper Nacur 
. Choucane kept picking off shots 
by Gor. 

Then, in the 74th minute 
Esperance got a comer shot 
which Gor defenders intercepted, 
but mishandled. In the scramble 
for the bail, Esperance's inside left 
Tarar Dhiab slipped through and 
scored the equalizer. 

Gor Mahia reached the finals 
in 1979 but wound up second best 
to Canon Sportif of Cameroun. 

Esperance reached the quarter- 
finals in 19S5 but lost to an Ivory 
Coast club. 


Swiss woman 
wins 

Val d’Isere 
downhill 

VAL DISERE, France (AP) — 
Chantal Boumissen of Switzer- 


land scored her first World Cup 
ski victory Saturday, faking 
advantage of changing weather to 
lead a bevy of unknowns to the 
high placings in the downhill 
race. 

Boumissen, a 20-year-old in 
just her second year on the team, 
was just the 36th starter but 
finished the race in 1 minute, 
22.64 seconds, faster by a tenth of 
a second than second-place Mari- 
na Kiehl of West Germany. 

Another West German, Ulrike 
Sianggassinger, came in third 
with 1:22.94 despite starting 50th 
of 61 competitors. 

“The sun rose just as the usual- 
ly less-dangerous competitors 
were starting,” said Zoe Haas 
of Switzerland, who was third on 
Friday but only 16th on Saturday. 
“It melted the snow and that made 
the glide faster.” 


Ibn Sulayem clinches Mideast Championship 

The UAE champ drives his Toyota, to victory in the Dubai International Rally 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP) — Dubai's Mohammad Ibn 
Sulayem won the Dubai Interna- 
tional Rally Friday after leading 
from the start and clinched the 
Middle East Championship. 

It was his second successive 
win. His overall time in the two- 
day. 500-mile (800-kilometre) ral- 
ly was 3.24.10. 

Sulayem and his navigator, 
John Spiller of Britain, crossed 
the line in their Toyota Celica 
35.01 minutes ahead of West 
Germans Reinhard Hainbach and 
Ricken Erhard. 

The winners, driving together 
for the first time, also took the 
driver’s championship, naviga- 
tor's title and manufacturer's 
crown. 

Sulayera’s win Friday gave him 
134 points in the Middle East 


Championship. Earlier cham- 
pionship events were run in 
Oman, Jordan, Qatar, Kuwait 
and Lebanon. 

Nabil Karam of Jordan secured 
the 12th position in his Opel 
Monra. 

Karam and his navigator Ziaid 
Hamzeh had kicked off to a 
promising start but failed to reach 
advanced slots due to technical 
failures in the second day of the 
rally. 

Qatar's Saaed Al-Hajri, 
Sulayem’s arch-rival, was second 
with 100 points, even though he 
fell out of the Dubai event and 
was not placed. 

The veteran spiller announced 
his retirement soon after Friday’s 
triumph. 

“It’s a career derision,” he 
said. “It’s been fun driving with 


the champion, and but for better 
prospects back home, I might still 
be in.” 

Sulayem noted: “It's said. I've 
gained quite a lot from him. But 
it's his derision.” 

“I only knew about it just 
before the start of the rally, but 
we carried on to carry off the 
titles in style.” 

Two-time West German cham- 
pions Hainbach and Erhard, driv- 
ing an Opel Manta, were happy 
with second place in 3.59.11. 

Lebanon’s Tony Georgiou and 
Britain's Tom Steel in a privately 
entered Nissan 240 R.S. were 
third, the same position they took 
last year, in 4.04.46. 

Alan Skennerton, a Dubai- 
based Briton, was fourth in a 
Range Rover with 4.05.20. 
Kafoor M. Kadfoor of Dubai. 


also in a Range Rover, placed 
fifth on 4.08.42, and countryman 
Aii Saif Homaidan was sixth in a 
Land Rover with 4.13.29. 

The all-women crew of Anise 
Risely and Helen Whitaker, both 
Dubai-based Britons, finished 
14th in a Mitsubishi Pajero. 

Only 15 cars finished out of the 
47 starters in the gruelling race 
run through Dubai's Hatta moun- 
tains and later the sandy fiats of 
Jebel Ali. 

Twenty-one cars completed the 
first leg on the twisting Hatta 
roads. 

Lebanon's Michel Saleh was 


the first to fall by the wayside in 
his Audi Quattro. Then AJ-Hajri 
followed soon after in his Porsche 
911 SCRS. 

After that, Lasse Lampi and 
Pennti Kuukkala of Finland in a 
Mitsubishi Starion faded in the 
17th stage of the first leg, leaving 
the way clear for Sulayem. 

“I knew it was in the bag after I 
completed the first leg, so I took 
it easy.” the champion said. 

“But the home advantage was 
also there. Basically, I had a 
strong car and a good co-driver 
and with a little bit from me it all 
ended nicely," he said. 


Blair barely misses setting record 

CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — Bonnie Blair of the United States 

* ■ • i i . . i • roo .. _ r i ■ 


barely missed a new world record in the 500 metres Friday during 
first World Cup speed-skating race ever held in the new 


the 


Olympic oval. Blair was timed in 
own world record of 39.43. 


39.44.seconds, .01 behind her 


China hints at Olympic participation 


PEKING (R) — China, a dose 
ally of North Korea which has 


threatened to call a boycott of the 
1988 Olympic Gaines in Seoul, 
signalled on Saturday it would 
send a team to South Korea. 
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“March out of Asia and into 
the world is China's final aim of 
sporting development and the 
Olympic and Asian Games are 
the arena for the nation to display 
its sporting best,” the official 
New China News Agency said on 
the final day of China's national 
games. 

But it said it was obvious after 
two weeks of sport in the south- 
ern city of Canton that Clunese 
athletes had to improve “flair and 
form” for the Olympics and for 
the Asian Games which China 
will host in 1990. 

The news agency criticised 
organisers of the national games 
for including 18 non-Olympic 
events among the 44-event prog- 
ramme. saying China's financial 
and material resources were too 
limited to pursue so many diffe- 
rent disciplines. 

The Soviet Union, the United 


States and East Germany concen- 
trated mainly on Olympic events - 
m their national games, the agen- 
cy noted. 

“National athletes exhausted” 
was the headline in the official 
China daily which criticised Chi- 
na's provincial teams for burden- 
ing national athletes with too 
many events in their search for 
medals. 

China has not yet announced 
whether it will attend the 1988 
Olympics but western diplomats 
said they were sure a team would 
be sent to South Korea. January 
17 is the deadline for notifying 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC). 

North Korea has threatened to 
call a boycott of the games, 
saying it wants to co-host them 
with South Korea. Talks involv- 
ing both sides and the IOC in 
Switzerland have failed so far to 
resolve the issue. 


Lakers, Bulls lose; Clippers 
prevail in 2nd straight game 


NEW YORK (AP) — Kareem 
AbduJ-Jabbar doesn’t score in 
double figures for the first time in 
10 years and the Los Angeles 
Lakers lose. 

Larry Bird misses a foul shot 
and the Boston Celtics lose. 
Michael Jordan is slowed down 
and the Chicago Bulls lose. The 
Los Angeles Clippers win their 
second straight game. 

What a weird Friday night in 
the NBA. 

Abdul-Jabbar’s streak of 787' 
games with at least 10 points 
ended in Milwaukee — where he 
started his pro career — as he 
scored just seven in the Lakers’ 
85-83 loss to the Milwaukee 


Bucks. 

“I wasn’t aware of it,” said 
Abdul-Jabbar, who shot 3-for-lO 
from the field and l-for-2 from 
the foul line in 32 minutes. 
“That’s life. It wasn’t going to last 
forever. 1 wish we had won the 
game.” 

The last time Abdul-Jabber, 
the NBA’s all-time leading scor- 
er, did not score at least 10 was 
on Oct. 18, 1977, when he was 
ejected from a game for punching 
Kent Benson. 

In Detroit, Bird’s streak of 59 
.straight foul shots ended when he 
missed his first try to the evening 
as the Pistons beat Boston 128- 
105. 


Basketballer denies using drugs 


HOUSTON (AP) — Houston 
Rockets centre Akeem Olajuwon 
says he is not using drugs and he’s 


FOR RENT 

For Companies or Embassies 



1. Open space, 3rd floor, 450 sq.m. 

2. False ceiling. 

3. Central heating and air conditioning. 

4. Telephone and telex lines are available. 
'5. Parking area is available. 


Contact phone no. 664239. 


THE BRITISH EMBASSY 



The British Embassy will be operat- 
ing from new premises in Abdoun 
with effect from 6 December 1987 
(P.O. Box No. 87, 
^telephone number 823100). 



offering to put up at least $50,000 
to prove it. 

“If anyone thinks I’m on drugs, 
bring $1,000 and put it down, and 
ni put $50,000, 100,000 up 
front," Olajuwon said Thursday 
night after practice. “I'll take a 
drug test, and if I fail, they can 
get the $50,000. If I’m right, they 
can donate the $1 thousand to a 
drug centre. 

"I’ll take the drug test any 
time, and not just now, as long as 
I'm in the league.” 

Olajuwon said it’s important to 
him to squelch rumours circula- 
ting in the National Basketball 
Association (NBA) that he is 
using drugs. 


Italy routes Portugal in European qualifier 


& 


MILAN, Italy (R) — Two goals 
Italy to 


in the dying minutes lifted 
a satisfying 3-0 victory against a 
depleted but dangerous Portugal 
on Saturday in a European Soc- 
cer Championship Group II qual- 
ifier. 

Italy, the 1982 world cham- 
pions, had already qualified for 
the European finals as group win- 
ners but Saturday’s two jpoints 
put .the icing on the cake by 
assuring them one of the two 
□umber two seedings. 

Striker Gianluca Vialli spark- 
led for the Italians, powering 
home the first goal after eight 
minutes from the edge of the area 
and setting up the third one mi- 
nute from time when he laid on a 
perfect pass for substitute Luigi 
De Agostini. 

Giuseppe Giannini had made it 
2-0 in the 88th minute when he 
ran dear onto a lobbed pass and 
hammered the ball into the top of 
the net. 

Portugal, with nothing to play 
for but tne honour, were depleted 
by the absence of injured star 
striker Paolo Futre and seven 
Porto players released from the 
squad to prepare for the World 
Club Championship match 
against Penarol of Uruguay on 


Dec. 13. 

But the scratch team matched 
Italy chance-for-chance in the 
drizzle of Milan's San Siro Sta- 
dium and only an absence of luck 
and the acrobatics of goalkeeper 
Walter Zenga kept them from 
scoring. 

“We played an extremely able 
and difficult side on an impossible 
pitch,” Italian coach Azeglio 
Vieini said afterwards. 

“But we put on a great show at 
the start and finish and I’m happy 
it was the youngsters who scored. 
It will give them the confidence 
and authority they need.” 

Italy have lost only once in 13 
matches since Virini took charge 
after the 1986 Mexico World Cup 
finals with the job of moulding a 
new team for the European finals 
in June 1988 and the World Cup 
finals two years beyond that in 
Italy. 

Saturdays victory took their 
record in the qualifiers to six 
wins, one defeat and a draw. 

It means they will be certain of 
a second seed place behind host 
nation West Germany or Eng- 
land, who will head the two 
groups that will be drawn from 
the qualifying teams. 

Sampdorias Vialli, 23, went 
into Saturday’s match with both 


goals under his belt from the 2-1 
win against Sweden three weeks 
ago which assured Italy’s passage 
to the finals. 

He made it three-in-a-row for 
the national side when, lurking 
outside the area, he picked up a 


ball punched clear by goalkeeper 
i ana hatd into 


Jesus and shot low ana nard into 
the left-hand comer of the net. 

Jesus limped off injured in the 
68th minute and it was substitute 
Lucio who fell foul of Giannini 
and De Agostini, brought on for 
Salvatore Bagni 62 minutes into 
the match. 

Three previously uncapped 
players were in Portugal's open- 
ing line-up and it was two of 
them. Gilberto and Hemani, who 
came closest to scoring. 

The Italian team included Wal- 


ter Zenga. Giuseppe Bergomi, 
Giovanni Franrini, Fra 


■ranco Bare- 
si, Riccardo Fern, Salvatore Bag- 
ni (Luigi de Agostini 62nd min), 
Roberto Donadoni. Fernando de 
Napoli, Alessandro Altobelii 
(Roberto Mancini 68th), Giusep- 
pe Giannini, Gianluca Vialli. 

From Portugal, there were Jesus 
(Lucio 68th), Joao Costeado, 
Miguel, Frederico, Dito. Antonio 
Carvalho, Hemani, Nascimento 
(Carlos Parente 55th), Joe 
Coelho. Adao. Gilberto. 


Arsenal 
back to 
winning ways, 
close gap on 
Liverpool 


LONDON (Agencies) — Arsenal 
shrugged off two successive de- 
feats to move with two points of 
English League leaders Livezpool 
on Saturday after coming from 
behind to beat Sheffield Wednes- 
day 3-1. 

But goal-scoring honours of the 
day went to Glasgow Celtic strik- 
er Frank McAvennie who scored 
all four in the Scottish Premier 
League leaders’ 4-0 romp at 
struggling Morton. 

With Liverpool not playing 
their home match against Chelsea 
until Sunday the rest of the pack 
in England had a good chance to 
close the gap, but only Arsenal 
and Manchester United were able 
to take full advantage. 

United, back from an eventual 
trip to Bermuda, won 2-0 at 
third-placed Queen's Park Ran- 
gers, but Nottingham Forest 
could only draw 1-1 at Wimble- 
don and champions Everton were 
held to a goalless draw at bottom 
club Charlton. 

The Arsenal faithful, who just 
over two weeks ago were basking 
in the glory of 14 successive vic- 
tories, must have feared the worst 
when an improving Wednesday 
side led I-Q at halftime thanks to 
a 31st minute goal by Colin West. 

To make matters worse 
Michael Thomas had missed a 
26th minute penalty for Arsenal. 
But the home side stormed back 
with second-half goals from 
Kevin Richardson (58th). Perry 
Groves (66th) and substitute Paul 
Merson (73rd). 

Manchester United included 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Karpov keeps balance in title chess match 


SEVILLE, Spain (R) — The 20th game of the World Chess 
Championship between titleholder Garry Kasparov and challen- 
ger Anatolv Karpov ended in a hard-fought draw after 37 moves 
on Friday. fcasparov. 24, mounted long and steady pressure on his 
rival and appeared intent on a win that would have virtually 
guaranteed the retention of his crown. Karpov. 36, was highly 
praised by chess experts for his defensive play. He was also 
handicapped by a shortage of time for reflection. The match 
remains tied at 10-10 points with three wins and 14 draws to each 
player. 


Japan wins team titles in shooting event * 


their new signing from Glasgow 
Rangers Mark Falco but ' 


it was 

old hands Peter Davenport (35th) 
and Bryan Robson (74th) who 
clinched the points. 

United had enjoyed the sun- 
shine in Bermuda but not the 
publicity surrounding Welsh in- 
ternational defender Clayton 
Blackmore. accused and then 
cleared of rape. 

Blackmore found himself away 
from the limelight on the substi- 
tutes' bench on Saturday and was 
not needed. United coped admir- 
ably with the ailing challenge of 
the one-time leaders. 

The victory kept them firmly in' 
fifth place, but 11 points behind 
Liverpool. 


TO OUR DEAR CUSTOMERS 

Al Sa’ad World Markets - Irbid 


Are pleased to announce that for the m first time, they will be 
offering a valuable gift on Christmas for each customer who buys 
JD 60 worth of goods during December. 10% discount on all 
essential items. We have competitive and high quality goods 
which suit ali tastes. 

Irbid, Al Huson St, Al Fa’ourl Building. Tel: 241066 


HONG KONG ( AP) — Japanese Marksmen dominated the 1987 
clay target shooting Grand Prix of Asia on Saturday, winning the 
team titles in both the skeet and trap events. In the skeet event, 
the Japanese trio of Hisayoshi Nemoto, Shino Obate and Osamu 
Okabe scored a one-point victory over South Korea at the end of 
the three-day competition. South Korea’s Kim Chang-Nyeon. 
Kira Hay-Yeon and Lim Dong-Ki scored 407 points out of a 
possible 450 with Japan scoring 408. In the trap event, Japan’s. 
Yoichi Kimura. Yukinori Tsuruta and Kazumi Watanabe shot 
down 402 targets. 


Injunction on MaxweU jsrithdraiwn 
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LONDON (R) — The English Football League (F.L.) withdrew 
on Saturday their injunction blocking publisher Robert Maxwell 
from taking over rock singer Elton John's interest in First 
Division Watford. A joint statement from the league and Maxwell 
said the publisher had agreed in return to sell his shares in another 
First Division side, Oxford United. Maxwell retains an interest in 
First Division Derby County and Second Division Reading. On 
Friday the league were granted a temporary high court injunction 
preventing the two million pounds sterling ($3.6 million) deal for 
John’s 93 per cent holding in the club because of concern over 
Maxwell's involvement in other teams. Saturday's joint statement 
said in the best interests of soccer. Maxwell and his family would 
dispose of their interests in Oxford to a suitable purchaser who 
would guarantee the club’s future. Maxwell’s son Kevin is 
presently chairman of Oxford. 


Lendl, Wilander advance to semifinals 


NEW YORK (R) — Sweden’s Mats Wilander and Ivan Lendl of 
Czechoslovakia on Friday reached the semifinals of the $500,000 
Masters Tennis Tournament. American Brad Gilbert beat Boris 
Becker 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 on Friday, lessening the West German’s 
chances of moving into Sunday's semifinals. Gilbert, with a 2-1 
match record in the round-robin event, will make the semifinals 
unless Becker, at 1-1, pulls his \ 
world number one Ivan Lendl ... 

Saturday. Since a victory over Lendl woufd only ... „ . 

wth Gilbert, the player who advances will be determined by the 
highest number of sets won. “If I beat him in two (sets) I’m 
happy, Becker said. “If I beat him in three I'm happy.” Even if 
he doesn't reach the semifinals, Becker said, “then I have at least 
that thing that I beat him. Sometimes that's more than winning 
tournaments.” 



Brazil names soccer team for int’I ties 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) — The Brazilian all-star soccer 
team will not include players from the two finalists of the national 
championship when it faces Chile and West Germany in exhibi- 
tion games next week. Coach Carlos Alberto Silva on Friday 
announced 18 players for the team's first appearance since the 
Pan-American games in July. 
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FOR RENT 

Furnished and Unfurnished Apartments 

2 and 3 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room. 3 bathrooms, full 

kitchen, beautiful view, 3 minutes walk to Shmeisani shopping 
area. 


Please call Mr. Nasser at work tel. 823441. 823442 or res. 
tel. 661868. 
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CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS COMPANY 
(C.C.C.) 


REQUIRES 

ANALYST/PROGRAMMER 

with the following qualifications: 

— B.S. computer science or related field. 

— 2-3 years experience in VAX VMS with COBOL 

— 2-1 years experience in micros using DBASE I II? spread- 
sheets. 

Applications to be submitted in our office at Jabal Welbdeh 
supported with university and experience certificates. Tel: 
625827 - 630827. ^ 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: fi 77420 


CHILDREN OF 
A LESSER 
GOD 


PcrfunnjiKW V Vi. f «l. H:M). lci: 3 » 



Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: (,7557 V 


M1CK1 8- MAUDE 


PWomMors J-.HI. h; 15 . jfc.W. 10:10 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 
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LONDON (AP) — Talks among 
cocoa producing and consuming 
countries aimed at reviving inter- 
national intervention buying to 
support depressed prices col- 
lapsed Saturday. 

The consumers’ West German" 
spokesman Peter Baron said the 
two sides agreed to meet .again on 
feb. 29 for a new attempt to 
resolve tbeir differences. 

Saturday's breakdown is likely 
to affect prices — already near a 
five-year low — when trading 
resumes on the London and New 
York markets on Monday, trad- 
ers and delegates said. 

■‘It means the chance of a 
safety net has been taken away, 
so the present surplus could well 
brine prices lower,” said a lead- 
ing Dutch trader. Producer dele- 
gates said their countries' econo- 
mies, which are already strapped 
for cash, could be further dam- 
aged- 

The 37-nation International 
Cocoa Organisation, which has 
powers under international treaty 
to support prices through in- 
tervention buying of commercial- 
ly unwanted cocoa with buffer 
stock, reached an impasse after 
more than five days of talks. 

The aim of the meeting was to 
negotiate measures to revive sup- 
| port buying operations. These 
i- have been paralysed since mid- 
June because of the failure of 
producers and consumers to 
agree on the minimum price to be 
defended at two previous meet- 
ings in London in July and 
September. 

The organisation's 27 consum- 
es have made a cut in the old 
support price of 1,600 Special 
Drawing Rights (SDRs’) per ton- 
ne a precondition for lifting the 
suspension on intervention 
buying. 


One SDR — the International 
Monetary Fund currency — 
equals Si. 3606 at current rates. 

The current average market 
price in SDRs is below $].44Q. 

Mr. Baron said producers and 
consumers agreed to a cut in the 
support price of 1 15 SDRs, which 
delegates said reflected a com- 
promise by the Ivory Coast. 

The Ivory Coast is the world’s 
biggest cocoa producer, with the 
power of veto at the cocoa orga- 
nisation. It had originally strongly 
resisted any cut in price. 

In a proposal put forward 
Thursday, producers linked 
acceptance of a cut to the intro- 
duction of special supplementary 
measures aimed at com- 
plementing buffer stock price op- 
erations in supporting prices. 

Discussions Friday and Satur- 
day concentrated on these mea- 
sures, with both sides finally un- 
able to reach agreement. A com- 
promise proposal drawn up by 
the Dutch chairman of the nego- 
tiations, Mr. Albert Russchen, 
proved unacceptable to both 
sides when presented early Satur- 
day. Mr. Baron said. 

He added that the consumers* 
main problem was over a prop- 
osed levy on imports of cocoa 
from non-members of the orga- 
nisation, such as Malaysia. He 
said consumers were also con- 
cerned that insufficient assur- 
ances had been received that 
arrears in payments to the orga- 
nisation would be forthcoming. 

The Ivory Coast owes $28 mil- 
lion and Brazil $13 million, dele- 
gates said. Brazil is expected to 
pay half the amount it owes be- 
fore the end of the year, they 
said. 

Producer spokesman Moma 
Mohammad of Ghana said 
arrears were a matter of concern. 


American Life Insurance Company 
shows outstanding growth record 


AMMAN (Agencies) — A report 
released recently by Standard 
Analytical Service, Inc., an inde- 
pendent analyst of the insurance 
industry since 1932, indicates that 
over the past five years ALICO's 
assets increased by 182.3%. poli- 
cy reserves by 248.9% , insurance 
in force by 233.2%, net invest- 
;ment income by 170.2%, pre- 
mium income by 202.2% and 
total income by 1992%. 

The American Life Insurance’ 
Company (ALICO) has a 
tremendously wide margin of 
assets over liabilities compared 
with the average 25 largest life 
insurance companies in the Un- 
ited States (over slx rimes). This 
is, of course, a significant safety 
factor which confirms ALICO’s 
financial soundness and ability to 
meet its obligations. This excell- 
ence also applies to surplus funds. 
ALICO's nigh surplus ratio indi- 
cates the company’s ability to 
take emergencies in stride. 

Commenting on this report, 
Mr. Abbas Khalaf, ALICO’s 
senior vice president and direc- 
tor, said that “ALICO Middle 
East regional results and growth 
pattern paralleled those of the 


overall organisation. This was 
achieved despite the slowdown in 
economies of several countries 
within the region. Nevertheless. 
ALICO's unyielding commitment 
for developing the Middle East 
market helped to offset these 
economic hindrances." 

ALICO is the largest interna- 
tional life insurance company in 
the world with nearly $40 billion 
of insurance in force. For -more 
than 66 years. ALICO has pro- 
vided individual and group pro- 
tection to approximately two mil- 
lion policyholders in 64 countries 
and territories. ALICO markets a 
diverse and broad range of in- 
come insurance products, which 
include health and hospitalisa- 
tion, group insurance for large 
and small organisations and 
businesses, pensions, annuities, 
and traditional income insurance. 

ALJCO is a member company 
of the American International 
Group, Inc. (AIG), a global 
holding company employing 
more than 28,000 people in 130 
countries. AIG maintains a solid 
financial stature with assets in 
excess of $24 billion and a total 
life insurance in force in excess of 
$94 billion. 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B. Martin 


1 Swift horse 
5 Difficult 


14 Gaucho 
weapon 

15 Olive genus 

16 Diadem 

17 Always 

18 Lounge 

19 Ms Glasgow 

20 1977 Triple 
Crown winner 

23 Youth 

24 Crude metal 

25 Combat sites 
27 Proprietors 

30 Family car 

31 Dm. 1 gp. 

32 Sea bird 

84 Hold back 
37 Gambling 

39 Stngar Ross 

42 Hairdo type 

43 Trolley 

44 Soliloquy start 

46 SlngJa 

47 Venetian 
magistrates 

51 Elegant 

53 stirring, 
not even — " 

54 can 

55 — Amin 

56 1973 Triple 
down winner 

92 Ms Vaughan 

04 Hullabaloo 

85 Sp- river 
M Foolish 

87 Glacial ridges 
68 Starch source 
89 — plexus 
7Q Butting baastE 
71 Turkey or fox 

DOWN 

1 Lincoln' and 
Vlgoda 

2 Wander 

3 Athens's 
epithet 

4 Clara ol the 
Red Cross 

5 Yefled 

8 Lily plant 


iaaa ai 

MU 

auaai 


<?■ Trioune Madia Sanrfea 
All FUfliwi newnwd 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


7 Kin; abbr. 

8 Tex. city 

9 Seethed 

10 Trouble 

11 1930 Triple 
Crown winner 

12 Regions 

13 Dune material 

21 Waste 
allowance 

22 Before 

26 Space gp. 

27 Gen. Bradley 

28 1837 Triple 
Crown winner 

29 — Lanka 
31 Astern 

33 _ King Cote 
35 See bind 
38 Stooge name 
38 Melville tele 

40 incline head 

41 Connlvers 
45 Lamb 

48 Oil well 

49 Inhabitants: 
*UH. 


nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
onnn Qnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnrannnnnnnnn 
□nn nnn 
nnrannra nnnnnnnn 

nnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnonnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnn 
niinnnnnn nnanon 
non nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn noon nnng 
□nnnn nnnn nnnn 
naann nnnn nano 


Distinctive 
part 
Turmoil 
“A Bell 
tor — ” 

Cow-headed 

goddess 
Ms Ponselfe 


58 Cheese 

59 Construction 
piece 

50 Jason's ship 

61 Blow a 
ham 

63 Collection of 
sayings 


Horoscope not received 


AMMAN (J. T. i — The following uhle summarises trading acihiws at the Ammon Financial Market during ihe 

I wee* >C«imiis5 Saturday, Scv. 28. '87 and ending Wednesday 

Dec. 2. ’S7. 

f Figures in Jordanian dinars). | 

Name or company 

Number 

Volume 

Opening 

Closing 

Par 


or shares 

of (rude 

price 

price 

value 

Bankin'! and financial institutions 






Industrial Development Bank 






I.U00 

Petra Bank 

94750 

202834 

2.120 

2.150 

1 .1X0 

Jordan Islamic Bank 

2l«l 

580 

J. 8411 

1.900 

1 .non 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

3195 

5347 

1x30 

1.68U 

l.UJU 

Jordan Gulf Bank 

IIUU 

1380 

1.270 

1.250 

I.UUIJ 

Housing Bank 

4UU 

664 

1.670 

1.660 

1 .1X0 

A rah Jordan Investment Bank 

— 





__ 

I .non 

Cairo Amman Bank 

278 

5847 

20.900 

20.800 

5.0011 

Bank of Jordan 

4459 

75490 

16.900 

I6.H5& 

5.01X1 

Arab Bank 

680 

S3475 

120.000 

1 25.000 

in.oou 

Jordan National Bank 

4311 

1099 

2.540 

2.560 

1. 000 

Jordan Finance House for Development 

1225 

1348 

l.loo 

1.100 

1.0(0 

Jordon Investment and Finance Corporation 

219(0 

28045 

1-780 

1.790 

1.000 

Finance and Credit Corporation 

6650 

4354 

0.640 

0.650 

1.000 

National Financial Investments 

— 





1.000 

National Port folio Securities 

13060b 

97160 

U.7IU 

0.740 

1.000 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 

— 






1.000 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

— 

— 





2.1X0 

AI Mashrek Exchange 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

Insurance and reinsurance 






Jordan French Insurance 

5485 

37311 

7.1)00 

6.650 

1.000 

REFCO Life Insurance 

6512 

7866 

1.110 

1.170 

1. 000 

Jordan Insurance 

2360 

32078 

13.91X1 

13.900 

1.000 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

300 

282 

U.940 

U.940 

.1.000 

'i armouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

— 

— 





1.000 

Holy Land Insurance 

1UO 

115 

1.150 

1. 150 

1.0(0 

Philadelphia Insurance 

8828 

5876 

0.640 

0.h90 

1.000 

Arab Union International Insurance 

— 






1.000 

Jerusalem Insurance 

— 





. 

1.0(0 

Jordan-Gulf Insurance 

— 







\.ooo 

Universal Insurance 

24585 

24991 

0.930 

0.970 

1.000 

General Insurance 

510 

944 

1.920 

1.850 

1.0(0 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

— 

— 





1O.0UU 

Middle East Insurance 









10.00U 

Al-Izdihar Insurance 

— 







1 .0(0 

National Ahliva Insurance 









1.1X0 

Arab Beleian Insurance and Reinsurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Sen-ices and industries 






General Investments 

200 

290 

1.300 

1.500 

1.0(0 

Inma for Investment and Financial Facilities 

33h8 

2238 

U.U5U 

U.b90 

l.ooo 

Darco for Housing and Investment 

5430 

2335 

0.440 

D.430 

1.000 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 

9409 

4071 

0.450 

0.450 

1.000 

Jordan Leasinc Corporation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

l.OUO 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments 

21X1 

24 

0.630 

0.O20 

1.000 

Equipment Leasing & MainicnanccTa’jeereu 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordanian Electric Power 

4125 

6450 

1.57U 

I.SftO 

I.U0 

Irbid District Electricity 









l.OUO 

Arab International Hotels 

— 

— 





I.0U0 

Hotels and Tourism 





_ 



1.000 

Garage Owners Federation Office 








l.OUO 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 

250 

213 

0.860 

U.850 

1.000 

Jordan Press Foundation 








1.<X0 

Jordan Press and Publishing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1. 100 

Dar Al Shaab Press. Printing and Publishing 

24750 

R65.X 

0.350 

0.340 

1.000 

Jordan Dairy 

5230 

5441 

1.060 

1.030 

l.OUO 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 

3156 

6870 

2.190 

2.170 

l.OUO 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 

39900 

42206 

1.060 

1.060 

1.000 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 

7651 

19128 

2.490 

2.500 

1.(00 

Industrial. Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) .... 

1390 

2043 

1.470 

1.470 

l.OUO 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 

495 

26R2 

5.300 

5.400 

1.000 

Aladdin Industries 

12 1226 

137691 

1.070 

1.170 

1.000 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 

85762 

156836 

1.830 

1.820 

1.000 

Jordan Worsted Mills 

15U0 

6900 

4.550 

4.600 

1.000 

Jordan Ceramics 

5<W0 

5400 

1.080 

1.080 

1.000 

Chemical Industries 

2900 

3449 

1.200 

1.200 

l.OOO 

Jordan Industries and Match IJIMCO) 

24450 

17194 

0.710 

0.690 

1.0(0 

Dar AI Dawa' for Development and Investment .... 

8139 

11650 

1-400 

1.450 

1.000 

National Steel Industries 

7377 

21051 

2.870 

2.840 

1.000 

Universal Chemical Industries 

30470 

37138 

1.160 

1.210 

1.000 

General Mining 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

5209 

39157 

7.550 

7.550 

5.000 

Jordan Umc & Brick 

24400 . 

. _ . 4 L38 

. U.J 7U~ * * 

0.470 

-l.OUO 

National Industries 

5600 

2771 

0.510 

0.5+0" ' 

1.000 

Arab Paper Converting and Trading 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(.000 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) 

4025 

3889 

0.950 

0.970 

1 . 000 . 

Livestock and Poultry 

14641 

10443 

0.700 

0.720 

1.000 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 

950 

1188 

1.250 

1.250 

1.000 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 

8340 

22176 

2.660 

2.680 

1.000 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 

20250 

12t>19 

0.630 

0.620 

1.0(0 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

5770 

351X1 

0.750 

0.600 

1.(00 

Jordan Himeh Mineral 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Woolen Industries 

3375 

1962 

0.540 

0.610 

1.000 

Jordan Tanning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

l.ooo 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

62 

8S4 

14.250 

14.250 

5.000 

Mas Industries 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals 

— 

— 

— 

. 

1.000 

National Cable &. Wire Manufacturing 

9150 

8604 

0.950 

0.940 

1.000 

Jordan Spinning «6 Weaving 

31711 

31159 

0.980 

0.970 

1.000 

Jordan Sulpho Cbe micals . ; 

8771XJ 

272271 

3.300 

3.250 

1.000 

Jordan Cement Factories 

52003 

54085 

1.040 

1.040 

1.000 

Jordan Glass Industries 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Grand total 

980.121 

1,586.332 






Peanuts 


Wealthy countries promise 
new aid for African debtors 


PARIS (AP) — Donors pledged $6.4 billion in 
African aid Friday in wbat World Bank officials 
called a crucial breakthrough in rescue efforts for 
the debt-plagued continent. 


"This new partnership between 
donor nations and international 
agencies is a major turnaround.” 
said Mr. Edward Jaycox. World 
Bank vice president for Africa. 

In 15 hours ol meetings, he 
said, donors agreed not only to 
work together on financing but 
also to" coordinate their aid. 
breaking out of a past pattern 
that sometimes led to waste and 
confusion. 

The idea was to help African 
leaders trim public jobs, cut food 
subsidies and make other politi- 
cally risky sacrifices. 

“What Africa really needs is 
growth," Mr. Jaycox said. “Our 
objective is not just to balance 
the numbers but to break these 
downward spirals.” 

Mr. Jaycox said donors prom- 
ised $3.2 billion in new funds, 
mostly grants, for the next three 
years. A similar amount already 
budgeted for long-term aid was 
freed for urgent use. 

The aid is for 25 debt-saddled 
countries which had agreed to 


reform their economies under ln- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) guidance. 

Donors include 15 Western na- 
tions, Japan, the European Com- 
munity and the African Develop- 
ment Bank. Mr. Jaycox said the 
U.S. contribution was substantial 
but he declined to give a break- 
down. 

Altogether. African nations 
owe nearly S2(X! billion. At a 
summit last week in Ethiopia, 
leaders said the problem was 
simply that they could oot pay. 

TTie $6.4 billion is pan of a 
four-tiered programme designed 
to help the worst-hit countries in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 

The World Bank’s develop- 
ment agency, the International 
Development Association, in 
channelling $6.2 billion, half of its 
three-year allotment, to poor 
African countries. 

The structural adjustment fund 
also is to be supplemented, giving 
the World Bank and the" IMF 
more wherewithal to help leaders 


apply difficult reforms. 

Finally, the Paris Club credi- 
tor is looking ai ways to resche- 
dule the debt so that leaders can 
whittle away at payments without 
faring a burgeoning amount of 
interest. 

Mr. Jaycox said the target of all 
four efforts was S2 to $2.2 billion 
a year in new funds. 

“You can fault everyone for 
being late on this," Mr. Jaycox 
said in an interview. "But we’ve 
been working hard to bring this 
about. The whole thing is depen- 
dent on the Africans, of whom 
I'm very proud.” 

Zambia, he noted, was a grim 
example of what happens when 
programmes are underfunded. 
President Kenneth Kaunda cut 
food subsidies but could not com- 
plete the IMF programme to spur 
growth. Bloody food riots forced 
Mr. Kaunda to abandon rbe 
whole plan. 

He said he hoped a new atti- 
tude. with donors and interna- 
tional agencies working together, 
could eliminate the “aid fatigue" 
that has bedeviled Africa in re- 
cent years. 

"We can rum this vicious circle 
to a more virtuous one, as long as 
the Africans perform,” he said. 


Ratings service plans to review 
creditworthiness of major banks 


NEW YORK (AP) — A credit 
ratings service said it is reviewing 
the creditworthiness of a dozen 
major banking institutions be- 
cause of increasing chances that 
some Third World countries may 
fail to repay their bank debts on 
schedule. 

Among those whose ratings 
were placed under review was 
Citicorp, the biggest banking 
company in the United States. 

Moody’s Investors Service 
made the disclosure Friday as it 
announced ratings reductions on 
about $3.6 billion in .Eurobonds 
already issued by Argentina, Bra- 
zil and Venezuela. 

. It said the three countries have 
.Exhibited “a marked deteriora- 
tion in capacity and willingness to 
service foreign debt.” Eurobonds 
are debt instruments issued in the 
European credit markets. 

A reduction in a credit rating 
often means a borrower will have 
to pay higher rates of interest 
when issuing new debt and may 


narrow the field of potential 
candidates to buy it. 

At the same time, Moody’s 
said it had placed under review its 
debt ratings for a dozen banking 
institutions to see if a lower rating 
is warranted for them because of 
loan exposure to less-developed 
countries, also known as LDC’s. 

“In Moody's view, the decline 
in the economic value of LDC 
loans is accelerating rapidly and 
will begin to show more visibly in 
the accounting of exposed institu- 
tions," the firm said in a state- 
ment. 

Responding to Moody's 
announcement, Citicorp released 
a statement that said it was "puz- 
zled by the timing of this review. ” 

It was one of many banking 
companies that took huge loan- 
loss provisions earlier this year, 
boosting their loan-loss reserves 
against the possibility that some 
Third World loans would not be 
repaid on schedule. 

Citicorp said Friday that it felt’ 


“major banks and bank holding 
companies arc, in general, much 
stronger'’ as a result of their 
actions to boost loan-loss reserves 
last spring and because some of 
them subsequently issued equity 
and sold undervalued assets. 

Those actions have left the 
major banks generally "better 
equipped to deal with the 
sovereign debt problem than they 
were even a few months ago,” the 
Citicorp statement said. 

But Moody's said it was con- 
cerned that the Oct. 19 stock 
market crash may have made it 
tougher for banks to raise money 
through sales of slock or assets. 

In addition (o Gticrop, the 
banking companies whose ratings 
were placed under review are: 
Bankers Trust New York Coip., 
Bankamerica Corp., Bank of 
Nova Scotia, Chase Manhattan 
Corp., Chemical New York 
Corp., Continental Illinois Coip., 
European- American Banking 
Corp., First Chicago Corp. and 
J.P. Morgan and Co. 


Mexico adopts anti-inflation scheme 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 
government has announced new 
steps to fight inflation, including 
reinforcing price controls on basic 
goods and reducing import duties 
on about 400 consumer items. 

The measures announced Fri- 
day followed a new round of price 


hikes sparked by an abrupt 46 per 
cent slide of the Mexican peso 
against the U.S. dollar in 
November. 

Labour organisations this week 
threatened a massive strike for 
Dec. 18 unless the government 
grants a 46 per cent" emergency 


wage increase to help workers 
meet the higher prices. 

A commerce department state- 
ment said that “in view of the 
excesses” in prices it would step 
up efforts to keep basic consumer 
goods priced as low as posable. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



I finally found out 

HOW YOU HUKTY3UR KNEE 
AT THE ICE ARENA.. 


I U)A5 PLAYING 
HOCKEY.. WAYNE 
6RETZKY TRIPPED ME. 1 




THEY SAID ONE OF 
THE WAITRESSES IN THE 
COFFEE SHOP 
TRIPPED YOU.. 


SHE LOOKED LIKE 

u/ayne Gretzky.. 

















“With product names like Joy, 
Cheer and Thrill, I expected house- 
work to be a lot more fun.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
3 by Henri Arnold and BoD Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


Andy Capp 



WELL,! UKE &ACON 
AND EGGS WITH V 
MINE - SO WE'RE ) 
BOTH OUT OF -S 
LUCK, AREN'T WE?/ 1 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
lorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hers: 


Yesterday’s 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: JERKY THYME CANYON BRIDGE 
Answer Music that goes well with their work— 
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Church, unions call for 
strike to oust Haiti junta 

150 U.S. officials, families being evacuated 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — Three major 
trade unions and a top presidential candidate has 
called for a general stnke to oust the ruling junta, 
which was blamed for rampant violence that aborted 
national elections. 


The Roman Catholic Church 
also urged Haitians to keep the 
military-dominated junta from 
making its own election rules and 
charged the army was responsible 
for the wave of terror sweeping 
through this poverty-stricken 
Caribbean nation. 

The Autonomous Central of 
Haitian Workers, the country’s 
largest labour group, in a com- 
munique broadcast by Radio 
Metropole on Friday urged Hai- 
tians to ’’throw out the criminals 
and the candidates that sympath- 
ise with the junta.” 

Presidential candidate Sylvie 
Claude, the Association of Public 
Employees and the Union of 
Public Transport Drivers joined 
the Autonomous Central's call 
for a nationwide walkout to start 
Monday. 

“If the junta does not resign, 
we ask for the intervention of a 
Multinational Observer Force to 
supervise elections and guarantee 
security,” said Claude, whose 
previous call for a strike to start 


Friday drew no support, 
apparently because it was hastily 
organised. 

Last Sunday, the civilian Elec- 
toral Council stopped elections 
three hours after balloting had 
begun to save voters from being 
killed. Soldiers as well as maraud- 
ing gangs linked to the military- 
dominated junta roamed Port Au 
Prince, shooting down people at 
random in the streets and slaught- 
ering others at voting stations. 

When voting stopped, the vio- 
lence abated. But at the end of 
the day 34 people were dead, 75 
were wounded 3nd Haiti's first 
free election in at least 20 years 
was derailed. 

The junta, led by Lt.-Gen. 
Henri Namphy, has governed 
Haiti since a popular uprising 
chased President Jean-Ciaude 
“Baby Doc” Duvalier out of the 
country on Feb. 7. 19S6. Duva- 
lier's flight into exile ended a 
family dictatorship begun in 1957 
by his father. Francois “Papa 
Doc” Duvalier. 


After elections were cancelled, 
Gen. Namphy’s group issued a 
decree dissolving the Electoral 
Council and asking churches and 
other civic organisations to name 
a new one. 

None of the nine organisations 
that chose the original council 
members complied with the de- 
cree Friday and four of them 
publicly condemned it as uncon- 
stitutional. They represent chur- 
ches, civil rights workers, jour- 
nalists and other non-governmen- 
tal groups. 

An official source said the jun- 
ta would name a new election 
panel itself if civilian organisa- 
tions do not. 

Haiti’s constitution gives the 
Electoral Council complete 
charge of the election process 
until an elected president and 
National Assembly take office on 
Feb. 7. 1988, the second 
anniversary of Duvalier’s flight. 

Electoral Council members, 
some of whom went into hiding 
fearing for their lives, say any 
election held without their super- 
vision is illegal. 

All four major presidential 
candidates have called Gen. 
Namphy’s decree unconstitution- 
al. and most have said they will 
not run in an election his junta 
organised. 


7 killed in Filipino election-related violence 


MANILA (R) — Seven people, 
including two local election 
candidates, were reported killed 
and three wounded in two sepa- 
rate incidents in the Philippines. 

The deaths brought to four the 
number of candidates killed since 
the campaign for the Jan. IS local 
elections started a week ago. 

Government television said on 
Saturday that 10 armed men 
ambushed a convoy in Bulacan 
province on Friday carrying the 
government’s mayoral candidate 


Leonardo San Andres and his 
running mate Alfredo De Leon. 

San Andres, a former mayor of 
Pandi town north of Manila, sur- 
vived the attack but former police 
chief De Leon and four aides 
were killed. 

Mayoral Candidate Pedrito 
Carmona and an aide were shot 
dead and two companions 
wounded by three gunmen in a 
southern town on Friday, a milit- 
ary spokesman said. 

He said Carmona, a former 


mayor of Nasipit in Agusan Del 
Noiie province, and his campaign 
leaders were meeting outside a 

supporter’s home when the young 
gunmen sprayed them with bul- 
lets. 

Also on Friday, unidentified 
gunmen killed a police caprain in 
a Manila suburb, and a police 
station commander was killed in 

Arayat, north of the capital, in an 
incident the military blamed on 
Communist rebels. 


U.S. reaffirms support for 
Sri Lankan peace pact 


COLOMBO (R) — President 
Ronald Reagan wrote to Presi- 
dent Junius~ Jayewardene and 
reaffirmed U.S. support for a 
peace accord aimed at ending Sri 
Lanka’s Tamil revolt, Sri Lankan 
officials said on Saturday. 

They said the letter was deli- 
vered to the Foreign Ministry on 
Friday, the day the United States 
and 15 other countries of an aid 
consortium were meeting in Paris 
to discuss Sri Lankan rehabilita- 
tion of war-damaged areas. 

A U.S. embassy spokesman 
confirmed a letter signed by Mr. 
Reagan was sent to Mr. Jayewar- 
dene but declined comment on its 
contents. 

Sri Lankan officials said the 
letter reiterated Washington's 
support for the peace pact Mr. 
jayewardene signed with Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 
July, and committed a certain 
amount of aid to Sri Lanka's 
rehabilitation programme. 

Officials from the U.S. Agencv 
for International Aid saicT this 
week the United States was un- 
likely to pledge any specific 
amount at the Paris meeting be- 
cause of U.S. budget problems. 

They said a general statement 
expressing firm support for Sri 
Lanka's rehabilitation would in- 
stead be made at the World 


Bank-hosted meeting, which was 
called following the signing of the 
peace pact. 

Finance and Planning Minister 
Ronnie De Mel told the donors 
meeting on Friday that the next 
few months were likely to be 
most decisive for Sri Lanka be- 
cause the government would be 
seeking a fresh mandate from the 
people after 10 years in power. 

“There is still some tension and 
incidents of violence in some 
parts of the country but we feel 
that peace, law anti order can be 
restored by the beginning of next 
year..." he said. ~ 

Meanwhile, Mr. Jayewardene 
has ordered an inquiry into the 
killings of at least 19 civilians 
during a battle between Indian 
soldiers and Tamil rebels in east- 
ern Sri Lanka, military sources 
said. 

They said Mr. Jayewardene on 
Friday asked Rizwi Sinnalebbe. 
the member of parliament repre- 
senting Batticaloa district, to 
probe the killings which occurred 
on Wednesday" at Ottamawadi 
village. 

Thie Indian High Commission 
said nine of their soldiers were 
killed and 10 injured whe.n an 
Indian army convoy was 
ambushed by the Liberation Ti- 
gers of Tamil Eelam rebels. 
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THRUST AND PARRY 

Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 
*4 

?QJ73 

a q j 

*AKJ83 
EAST 

* AQ8752 
CK54 


WEST 
a J 10 9 
T A6 
■: K 9 7 3 
*9762 


MO 6 
♦ Q 4 


SOUTH 

*K63 

"10982 
v 8 5 4 2 
*10 5 


The bidding: 
North East 

South 

West 

1 * 

I * 

Pass 

2 * 

Dbte 

3 * 

Pass 

Pass 

Dbtc 

Pass 

49 

Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Jack of * 



he battle between a skilled de- 
ter and a clever declarer can be 
ted much the way duelists of 
e must have planned their en- 
nters. This hand, played In a 
on»l championship more than 
/oars ago. remains one of our 
writes. 

orth's bidding is instructive, 
■e South had not yet bid, both ol 
th’s doubles were for takeout- 
t eventually forced a heart bid 


from his partner. 

West led the jack of spades to his 
partner's ace. East, the late Inter- 
nationalist Cliff Bishop of Detroit, 
worked out that the best chance to 
defeat the contract was to play his 
partner for a doubleton ace of 
hearts, and to try to get a diamond 
ruff. So at trick two he made the 
fine shift to a diamond. Declarer 
won m dummy with the jack and 
led a trump. In keeping with his 
strategy. East shot up with the 
king of trumps and returned anoth- 
er diamond to the table’s queen. 

By now the intent of East's ne- 
farious maneuvers were clear to 
declarer, Maury Genud of Los An- 
geles. He found an elegant counter. 
He cashed the ace-king of clubs, 
dropping the queen, and continued 
with a low club, which he ruffed to 
set up the long card in the suit and 
to provide an entry to his hand. 
Next, he cashed the king of spades 
on which he jettisoned the board's 
ace of diamonds! 

With 'that accomplished, he 
could afford to lead a second round 
of trumps. In with the ace. West 
could do declarer no harm. He tried 
his fourth club, but declarer was 
able to ruff in hand, gel back to 
dummy with a spade rut f to draw 
the last trump and claim his 
contract- 


Woman 
candidate 
quits Seoul 
presidential 
race 

SEOUL (R) — The only woman 
candidate in this month’s South 
Korean presidential election, 
Hong Sook-Ja. dropped out of 
the race on Saturday and de- 
clared her support for opposition 
leader Kim Young-Sam. 

Ms. Hong, 54, the candidate of 
the opposition Social Democratic 
Party (SDP), told reporters she 
wanted to form a united front 
against the government by help- 
ing Mr. Kim become president. 

An SDP spokesman said the 
party would meet later on Satur- 
day to expel Ms. Hong. 

“It is contrary to the philoso- 
phy of our progressive party for 
her to withdraw from the race for 
a certain candidate,” the spokes- 
man said. 

Ms. Hong said: “I quit tire 
presidential race in the belief that 
the most important thing is to 
form a unified front to terminate 
the country’s military rule and set 
up a democratic government. I 
will do my best to help Kim to 
win." 

Her withdrawal from the Dec. 
16 poll reduces the field to seven. 

The ruling Democratic Justice 
Party (DJP) immediately criti- 
cised Ms. Hong's withdrawal, 
saying she was “insulting the 
presidential election and cheating 
the people." 

A DJP spokesman said in a 
statement: “Kim and Hong have 
long had a tacit agreement that 
the latter withdraws at a proper 
time in order to boost support for 
Kim.” 

The election. South Korea's 
first direct presidential vote for 16 
years, was called after wide- 
spread anti-government street 
violence in June. 

Ms. Hong’s nomination as SDP 
candidate last month made her 
the first woman presidential con- 
tender since South Korea recog- 
nised universal suffrage in 1948. 

Meanwhile a South Korean 
youth burned himself to death on 
Saturday to back a call for a 
single opposition candidate in this 
month’s presidential election, the 
national news agency reported. 

Yonhap said the youth com- 
mandeered a bus and drove it 500 
metres to a plaza outside a station 
in Taejon, south of Seoul, where 
he doused himself with inflamm- 
able liquid and set himself on fire 


Ganilau 

appointed 

Fijian 

president 

SUVA (R) — Former Governor- 
General Ratu Sir Penaia Ganilau 
was appointed the first president 
of the republic of Fiji on Saturday 
as coup leader Brig. Sitiveni 
Rabuka stepped aside as Fiji’s 
head of government. 

Brig. Rabuka. who also named 
Ratu Siz Karaisese Mara as Prime 
Minister, said in a nationwide 
broadcast on army-controlled 
Radio Fiji that the appointment 
of Ganilau and Mara would speed 
the return to civilian rule in the 
South Pacific Island state. 

Brig. Rabuka said he hoped 
the return to civilian government 
would lead to Fiji being readmit- 
ted to the Commonwealth. 

“These have been momentous 
times for Fiji and the link with 
Her Majesty the Queen (Eli- 
zabeth) has been severed,” Brig. 
Rabuka said in a 10-minute 
broadcast. 

“But I have by decree today 
appointed Ganilau as the first 
president of Fiji and it is my 
sincere hope that he will lead a 
way for Fiji to progress to a point 
where the historic link with the 
crown can be reestablished.” 

Fiji was expelled from the 
Commonwealth, a grouping of 
former British colonies. 


U.S., U.K. 
oppose U.N. 
draft on 
decolonisation 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
United States and Britain cast the 
only negative votes, and France 
refused to take part in the ballot- 
ting, when the General Assembly 
approved two resolutions on Fri- 
day on decolonisation. 

One lengthy draft, adopted by 
a vote of 131 to two with seven 
abstentions, called on administer- 
ing powers to enable dependent 
peoples to exercise without delay 
their right to self-determination 
and independence. 

It also reaffirmed the legitima- 
cy of the struggle of people under 
colonial and alien domination to 
exercise this right by all the 
necessary means at their disposal. 

The continuation of colonial- 
ism in all its forms, including 
racism, apartheid and activities of 
foreign economic and other in- 
terests contrary to the U.N.’s 
1960 decolonisation declaration, 
were again declared incompatible 
with the U.N. charter and a 
serious threat to peace and 
security. 

The second resolution, 
approved by 135 votes to two 
with six abstentions, called on the 
United Nations to intensify its 
efforts for the widest possible 
dissemination of information on 
decolonisation. 


Bush: History will 
consider North a hero 


WASHINGTON (R) - U.S. 
Vice-President George Bush said 
on Saturday that Oliver North, 
the former White House aide 
under criminal investigation for 
his role in the Iran-contra scan- 
dal, will go down in history as a 
national hero. 

“I think Ollie will,” Mr. Bush 
said when television interviewer 
David Frost asked him: “Do you 
think in history he'll (North) go 
down as a national hero?” 

President Reagan used that 
phrase to describe the Marine 
lieutenant colonel in a much- 
quoted assessment when the 
scandal first broke last year. But 
he backed away from it as the 
affair mushroomed into a full- 
scale political crisis. 

Mr. Bush, the favourite for the 
1988 Republican Party presiden- 
tial nomination, said in the Frost 
interview he had tremendous re- 
spect for Col. North, who was 
fired by Mr. Reagan in Novem- 
ber 1986 for secretly diverting 
profits from the Iran arms sale to 
U.S.-backed contra rebels in 
Nicaragua. 

“He said he made some mis- 


takes. I’ll say he made some 
mistakes. But he believed pas- 
sionately in something,” Mr. 
Bush added in the interview 
broadcast on Saturday. 

“Ollie stood up there, took the 
heat, and the American people in 
every bar in Chicago and every 
bowling alley in Texas and every 
little home said, 'Hey, this guy 
believes in something, and I can 
identify with it.' 

“And I feel that way about 
Ollie North ... I respect some- 
body who feels passionately and 
strongly about values, about 
things, about his countiy, his 
patriotism." 

Col. North is a prime target of 
an grand jury investigation by 
special prosecutor Lawrence 
Walsh, who is investigating 
whether a wide range of laws 
were broken in the Iran-contra 
operations. 

A joint congressional investiga- 
tion into the scandal concluded, 
in a report released last month, 
that many laws had been broken 
and Col. North was among those 
responsible. 


Opposition coalition wins 
by landslide in Surinam 


PARAMARIBO (R) — Suri- 
nam's electoral commission con- 
firmed on Friday the Nov. 25 
landslide victory of an opposition 
coalition, but declared the re- 
turns from three war-torn dis- 
tricts void. 

In the poll, the first since the 
militaty seized power in 1980, the 
opposition Front for Democracy 
and Development took 40 of 51 
seats in the National Assembly. 
The military-backed National 
Democratic Party (NDP) won 
three seats, the official Surinam 
News Agency (SNA) said. 

The electoral commission gave 


four seats to the Javanese-based 
Pendawalima Party, and four to 
the Progressive Workers and Far- 
mers Party (PALU). 

The huge victory of the front, a 
three-party coalition, also ex- 
tended to municipal and local 
councils, where it won 616 of 738 
seats. The NDP won 119, Penda- 
walima one and PALU two. 

Under Surinam law, the 
National Assembly must meet 
within a month after the final 
election results to choose a presi- 
dent with extensive powers for a 
five-year term. 


Aides hint U.S. may stop 
support for Afghan rebels 


WASHINGTON (AP) - U.S. 
officials said Friday the United 
States “presumably" would stop 
providing military support to 
anti-government rebels once the 
Soviet Union started withdrawing 
troop from Afghanistan. 

The comments by the two offi- 
cials in President Ronald 
Reagan's administration 
apparently conflicted with a state- 
ment by Mr. Reagan during an 
interview Thursday. 

In the interview", Mr. Reagan 
said that “the people of Afghanis- 
tan must be assured of the right of 
all of them to participate in estab- 
lishing the government they 
want, and that requires more 
than just getting bis (the Soviets') 
forces out of there." 

Asked if the two officials at the 
pre-summit briefing on Friday 
were suggesting that U.S. support 
would be withdrawn at the start 
of the Soviet army withdrawal. 
White House spokesman Roman 


Papadiuk said “the president 
stated his position quite dearly 
yesterday.” 

The officials, who provided the 
briefing at the White House 
under rules that shielded them 
from identification, said Mr. 
Reagan would press Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev next week for 
“a date certain" to start the 
puiJout. 

Afghanistan looms as one of 
the major non-nuclear issues at 
the talks the two leaders will hold 
at the White House Tuesday 
through Thursday. 

The Soviets have indicated 
they are prepared to withdraw 
the estimated 1 15 .000 troops over 
a year. But the offidals said that 
was not soon enough. 

“We would like to see that 
ending day before the end of next 
year, and we are going to be 
pressing for that,” one of the 
officials said. 


Dhaka faces new crisis after resignations 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh, 
battling to protect its fragile 
democracy, ran into a new poli- 
tical crisis after the largest 
opposition party decided to res- 
ign from parliament. 

Awami League leader Abdul 
Mannan told journalists on Fri- 
day night all 73 members of his 
party had decided to resign from 
the parliament. 

He said they would tender their 
resignations to Speaker Shamsul 
Huda Chowdhuty after party 
chief Sheikh Hasina, now under 
house arrest, approved the deci- 
sion. 

A party source said on Satur- 
day Mrs. Hasina was still unde- 
cided about the move and had 
asked party members to delay the 
resignations. 


But Mr. Mannan said: “I don't 
think her approval will stand in 
the way because our decision was 
unanimous.” 

All 10 members of the second- 
largest opposition party, Jamaat- 
E-Tslami, announced their deci- 
sion to quit on Thursday saying 
“the parliament has rendered it- 
self totally ineffective.” 

“Resignation by opposition 
parliamentarians has become a 
national demand and we must 
bow to it," Jamaat Chief Moula- 
□a Abbas Ali Khan said. 

The ruling Jatiya Party holds 
217 seats in the 330-member par- 
liament, which was elected in 
May 1986. The league and 
Jamaat have the largest opposi- 
tion stakes, with seven smaller 
parties holding 27 seats. Three 


seats are currently vacant. 

New national elections are not 
scheduled until 1991. 

President Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad declared an emergency on 
Nov. 27, saying it was needed to 
save Bangladesh from internal 
strife and economic problems 
triggered by an opposition-led 
campaign to force him to resign. 

A day later, he offered talks 
with opposition parties on hold- 
ing early general elections. 

Io a further move to make 
peace, the government has re- 
leased 12 detained opposition 
leaders. 

Home (Interior) Minister 
Abdul Matin said more politi- 
cians would be freed in phases “if 
prospects for the dialogue prop- 
osed by Ershad brighten.” 


Sloppy work, accidents reported at Chernobyl 


MOSCOW (AP) — Sloppy work, 
poor discipline and safety viola- 
tions at the Chernobyl nuclear 
plant contributed to 36 accidents 
over a 10-month period, three of 
them fatal, a newspaper re- 
ported. 

According to Friday's editions 
of the daily Sotsialisticheskaya 
Industriya (Socialist Industry), 
the accidents were reported in a 
recent speech by the Communist 
party head in Slavutich, a new 
town for plant workers about 50 
kilomefres from Chernobyl. 

The newspaper quoted the par- 
ty official, identified as V. 
Lukyanenko, as saying that much 
remained to be done in giving 
Chernobyl workers the appropri- 
ate feeling of responsibility for 
their work at the nuclear plant. 

“The staff of the station have 
not been inculcated with an im- 


munity to violations of technolo- 
gi cal discipline," Mr. 
Lukyanenko was quoted as 
saying. 

"In the last 10 months in our 
(party) organisations there have 
been 36 unhappy incidents, three 
of them with a fatal result , M Mr. 
Lukyanenko said. 

“Despite the measures taken 
incidents of (radiation) overdose 
are not excluded at the present 
time.” he added. 

Violations of discipline “do not 
provoke a sharp reaction in the 
plant party committee and shift 
party organisations. People begin 
to react only after pressure (is 
applied)" Mr. Lukyanenko was 
said to have complained. 

The newspaper said he was 
speaking to a party conference, 
but did not give a date nor other 
details. 


It also did not elaborate on 
what kind of accidents occurred 
nor state whether any of them led 
to a radioactive leak. 

In a separate report on Friday, 
the Soviet News Agency TASS 
said the Chernobyl plant's third 
reactor, badly damaged in the 
April 1986 explosion and fire that 
tore open the adjacent No. 4 
reactor, had gone back into op- 
eration. 

At least 31 people were killed 
and more than 200 others were 
stricken with radiation sickness 
from the world's worst civilian 
nuclear accident. 

Some 135,000 people were 
evacuated from a 30-kiiometre 
zone around the plant. Only two 
of the settlements cleared since 
then have been deemed safe for 
rehabilitation. 
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Gunman points pistol at sportscaster 

FRESNO, California (AP) — A man entered a television studio 
during the evening news programme, pointed a phony gun at a 
sportscaster and forced him to begin reading a rambling "‘Christ- 
ian message.” The incident Friday was visible to viewers for 27.5’ 
seconds until the station went off the air briefly, then showed 
public service announcements for seven minutes, said Kathy 
Bargas. a producer for the station. KJEO. The 170-word 
handwritten statement was read in its entirety by sportscaster 
Marc Cotta, but only a few sentences were heard by viewers. The 
man, identified as David Pretzer. 21. was apprehended by police 
shortly afterward. There were no injuries. Pretzer was charged 
with felony false imprisonment and brandishing a handgun, a 
misdemeanor, Lt. Jerry Davis said. A videotape replayed for 
reporters showed Cotta being interrupted while narrating taped 
highlights of a basketball game. When the camera cuts back, the 
gunman is seen pointing the weapon at Cotta's midsection. 
“There’s nothing, no bad language, anything. Just go for it. Read 
it," the gunman told Cotta. Cotta "then "started to read the 
statement, fumbled, and was told to start again. When he did. the 
station cut away. The gunman put the weapon down after about 
two minutes, “fte pointed the gun at me and said he wanted me to 
read (the statement) on the air to save his soul." Cotta said. 

5-year-old takes sister for a cruise 

RYE, New York (AP) — A 5-year-old boy took his baby sister 
for a ride in a wagon Friday morning — his parents’ station wagon 
— after pulling the car out of the family garage and into morning 
rush-hour traffic, police said. "He was doing a pretty good job of 
it." said an incredulous officer Robert Vogel. The officer stopped 
the Buick station wagon and its 3-foot-tall (1 -metre) driver 
around 7:05 a.m. ( 1205 GMT), police said. The boy had driven 
about 2.4 kilometres from his home in this suburb north of New 
York City. “The car immediately pulled over to the curb and 
didn't even hit the curb. It was a beautiful job of pulling the car 
over,” Vogel said. Unfortunately, he wasn’t as good at stopping 
the car, Vogel said. The boy forgot to put the car in park and it 
started to roil with his sister inside. The officer said he stopped the 
car and rescued the little girl, who was crying. The 5-year-old. 
whose name was not released, took his mother's purse and keys 
out to the locked garage, opened the door, backed the car out and 
headed for the highway with his 2-year-old sister in the front seat, 
said Rye Police Detective Gene Barry. The child then “went 
down a very busy street at a very busy time,” Barry said. A bus 
driver who spotted the children notified the police. After police 
pulled the little boy over, he stepped out of the vehicle and 
informed Vogel, “f know how to drive.” the officer said. Both 
driver and passenger were taken to police headquarters and their 
parents were notified. Vogel said. 

Order to hand-wash floors reversed 

BOSTON (AP) — Maids at the posh Copley Plaza Hotel will not 
have to get down on their hands and knees to wash floors after all. 
the hotel says. “In an effort to avoid any misunderstanding over 
this issue, and at the same time to provide the cleanest 
accommodations possible, the hotel will provide mops, cloths and 
everything else the ebamberperson needs,” said a hotel state- 
ment. The controversy began on Nov. 10 when the hotel's maids 
were ordered to turn in their mops, according to Dominic 
Bozzotto. president of a local chapter of the Boston Hotel and 
Restaurant Workers Union. ‘This means that they can only clean 
with their hands, and that means they’ll be on their hands and 
knees,” Bozzotto said. “The hotel knows that 99 per cent of these 
maids are minorities, and most of them are older women. It’s just 
outrageous that in 1987, we have no cleaning instruments to do 
this job.” In the past, the hotel has tried a variety of methods for 
cleaning bathroom floors, said Melanie Marcus, vice president 
and director of public relations for Hotels of Distinction Inc., the 
hotel’s manager. “As a result of guest comments, the hotel felt it 
necessary to try using hand cleaning alone, rather than mops," 
said a hotel statement read by Ms. Marcus. “There has neveT 
been any intention of making it physically difficult for our staff to 
perform their jobs.” 

Soviets to publish Pasternak biography 

MOSCOW ( AP) — The son of Nobel Prize winning author Boris 
Pasternak has written a biography of his father that will be 
published soon in the Soviet Union. TASS has announced. 
Yevgeny Pasternak, a fellow at the Institute for World Literature 
in Moscow, told the official news agency that the 1,000-page book 
mil contain several photographs of his father at various stages in 
his life. The book also will include Pasternak’s letters to his 
parents, other family members and other literary figures. TASS 
said the book already has been prepared for publication by 
Moscow’s Sovetsky Pisatel publishers. Pasternak won the 1958 
Nobel Prize for literature after publication in the West of Doctor 
Zhivago, his tale of the Russian Revolution. The novel has been 
banned in the Soviet Union ever since, but the literary journal 
Novy Mir has said it will publish it beginning in January. 
Pasternak was expelled from the Soviet Writers Union and died in 
disgrace in 1960. “I wanted to show that father's life was 
connected with what he wrote. This is the principal theme,” the 
younger Pasternak told TASS. Pasternak is among several 
previously banned authors whose return to favour has been linked 
to the Soviet policy of “glasnost” or openness, which permits 
more creative expression and discussion of social issues. 

Policewoman brings impressionists home 

PARIS (R) — A police chief inspector in the French Art Squad 
has displayed French Impressionist paintings recovered trod 
Tokyo, but played down the impression she made personally on 
Japan. Mireille Balestrazzi, a 33-year-old Parisian brunette, was 
besieged by fascinated Japanese reporters during her mission and 
dubbed ’Madonna' after they discovered she was not a glamorous 
secretary in the French delegation but its top cop. Balestrazzi flew 
to Japan on Nov. 9 after the paintings were traced there. After 
lengthy negotiations with lawyers and police, she retrieved four of 
five Impressionist works by Jean-Baptiste Corot stolen from a 
provincial French museum in 1984 and bought, in innocence they 
said, by Japanese collectors. She brought the paintings home this 
week in a diplomatic bag. Asked during a news conference at the 
Interior Ministry about reports that they were stolen under 
contract from Japan in an arrangement involving French drug 
dealers and Japanese gangsters, she shook her head and said; "I 
would speak more in terms of occasional contacts between French 
and Japanese criminals. Anyway, our Japanese colleagues said- 
the buyers acted in good faith and we accepted that.” 

Microlight plane begins flight 

LONDON ( R) — A hang-glider enthusiast piloting a microlight 
£urcraft that cruises at highway speeds took off on Wednesday on 
a C !■ °* a ^ _st0 P’ 19,000 kilometres flight from Britain to 

Australia. A spokesman for an international food company 
sponsoring the flight said pilot Brian Milton hoped to set a new 
duration record for the tiny aircraft that has no room for a 
parachute. According to the Guinness Book of Records, the 
longest an ultralight has remained aloft is seven hours and 31 
minutes. Milton planned to spend nine hours in die air on the 
longest leg of the journey over Saudi Arabia before reaching his 
hnal destination of Sydney within a month. 









